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A  LETTER 

ON 

SPASMODIC  CHOLERA, 


We  shall  be  supported,  by  public  opinion,  in  affirming,  that  if 
ever  there  was  a  subject,  which  exceeded  all  others  (of  a -morbid 
nature),  in  its  individual,  and  national  importance,  and  in  which  a 
correct,  or  erroneous,  conclusion,  might  most  directly  influence 
the  security,  and  prosperity,  of  this  kingdom  ; — if  ever  there  was 
a  question,  demanding  for  its  discussion  the  most  sober,  and  can- 
did, deliberation  ; — a  thorough  absence  of  all  party  spirit,  and  an 
earnest,  and  straight-forward,  desire  to  search  after  the  truth,  it 
is  the  one  now  before  us, — viz.,  whether  Spasmodic  Cholera  be 

transmissible  from  the  infected  to  the  un-infected,  through  the 

medium  of  the  atmosphere,— .by  means  of  inanimate  substances,  

or  by  contact.  x 

We  claim,  under  this  strong  conviction  of  the  importance  of 
our  subject,  the  usual  privilege  of  freely  expressing  our  sentiments 
on  any  work,  professedly  written  for  public  perusal ;  and  though 
we  enter  upon  the  consideration  c-f  these  letters  on  "  Cholera 
Morbus,"  with  every  disposition  to  think  favourably  of  the  motives 
of  the  Unknown  author,  yet,  as  we  cannot  bring  ourselves  to  ac- 
cord with  his  inferences,  and  must  strongly  disapprove  of  the 
means,  by  which  he  has  laboured;  to  accomplish  his  implied  ob- 
ject, we  feel  no  hesitation,  or  reluctance,  in  freely,  though  re- 
spectfully, canvassing  the  merits  of  the  work  before  us,  and  in 
stating  those  facts,  and  arguments,  which  have  induced  us  to 
Arrive  at  different  conclusions. 

In  doing  this,  we  are  desirous  of  avoiding  the  transfer  to  our 


naees  of  any  portion  of  those  comments,  and  personal  aspersions, 
which  relate  to  subjects,  totally  irrelevant  to  the  momentous,  and 
Strac -point,  under  discussion,  We  also  dec  me  entering  mto 
investigation  of  those  discrepancies,  and  mtncac.es  which 
have  hitherto  entangled  every  enquirer  into  the  communicab.hty  of 
this  disease  ;  knowing  to  what  extent,  discussions  on  this  par  of 
our  subject  have  been  carried,  at  the  present  cm*  we  judge  to 
h-  the  safer  and  better  plan,  to  endeavour  to  learn  the  manner 
5££5Sc£n,  and  the  laws  that  have  regulated  the  transrms- 
sion  otHhe  Pestilence,  which  has  reached  our  shores,  and  has  al- 
ready commenced  its  usual  inland  course. 
But,  in  the  first  place,  we  must  declare 

tS^tf^M^SlA.  &•  judgment;  -.therefore, 
feel  it  our  paramount  duty  towards  the  public,  (who  are  not  su  - 
posed  to  ^critical  ^^^^T^^^ 
int°-acPrXt  Z^Z^^S°^^  first  appear, 
wTshal  be  fully  S  to  our  readers,  as  we  proceed,  in  laying 
Zft  ^ry  i^emous 

srSd^ii  rerce  ofwhich 

ael,>8^ 

of  deceiving  die  mmd  ot  the  pumic  or 

party,  and  ultimately  o  are  assuredly 

temperate,  or  judicious.  subiect  these  letters  to 

&  should  not  be |,  indeed  to  ^  ^  ^  rf 

80  particular,  and  critical,  an  *        J  ower(ully  impressed 

trine,  had  not  the  J^^tSSt  as  to  the  real  cha, 
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mind,  be  employed  as  the  instruments  of  destruction.  But,  with 
this  danger  before  our  eyes,  we  feel  ourselves  fully  justified,  in 
subjecting  the  title,  premises,  and  commentary,  to  such  an  inves- 
tigation, as  may  itself  prove  the  importance  of  the  enquiry. 

In  doing  this,  we  wish  to  direct  our  reader's  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  leading  points  only,  and  then  extracting,  and  grouping 
together,  the  most  striking  features  of  the  letters,  under  consider, 
ation,  we  will,  ultimately,  contrast  them  with  such  authentic  facts, 
as  we  have  been  able  to  collect  from  well  known  documents,  and 
such,  we  believe,  as  will  be  found  to  bear  most  forcibly  upon  the 
main  point  under  discussion. 

Had  these  letters  proceeded  from  the  pen  of  an  inexperienced, 
or  of  an  unprofessional  writer,  ignorant  of  the  arrangement  of  dis- 
ease, as  well  as  of  the  language  employed  in  describing  its  genus, 
and  species,  we  should  have  merited  the  charge  of  exercising  a 
fastidious,  and  hypercritical,  severity  ;  but  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  are  widely  different;  for  we  learn,  from  the  author's  own 
declaration,  "  that  he  has  enjoyed  an  experience  of  thirty  years  in 
various  parts  of  the  world ;'"  hence,  he  may  be  considered  as  a 
veteran  in  the  service ;  and,  from  the  specimens  his  pages  supply, 
we  are  convinced,  that  he  is  no  inco.npetent  judge  of  the  symp- 
toms, and  nature,  of  Spasmodic  Cholera.  We  are,  moreover,  wil- 
ling to  rest  our  belief  in  his  decision  upon  the  identity  of  Euro- 
pean Spasmodic  Cholera,  with  the  disease  which  has  lately  appear- 
ed in  England  :  thus,  we  become  furnished  with  data  of  the  ut- 
most importance,  by  which  we  shall  be  materially  aided  in  arriving 
at  some  definitive  conclusion  :  nevertheless,  though  he  is  thus  for- 
midable from  his  professional  standing,  and  knowledge  of  his  sub- 
ject, we  have  not,  either  on  the  score  of  age,  or  experience,  deem- 
ed his  declarations  of  sufficient  weight,  to  exempt,  from  a  critical 
survey,  the  bearing  and  position,  of  those  outposts,  under  cover  of 
which  he  has  erected  his  principal  battery.  •< 

Having  no  private  ends  to  serve,  the  sole  motive,  that  animates 
us  in  this  investigation,  is  an  earnest  desire  to  arrive  at  the  truth 
by  bringing  authenticated  facts  in  opposition  to  unfounded  assert 
tions— to  expose  every  attempt  to  delude,  and  mislead,  the  mind 
of  the  public,  by  false  theories,  and  falser  inferences,  on  points 
purely  scientific:  and,  finally,  to  interpret,  and  correct,  the  misre- 
presentations, and  mis  statements,  which  are  scattered  throu»-h  the 
pages  before  us.  In  doing  this,  we  have  been  at  great  pains  to 
procure,  from  the  fountain  head,  the  most  minute,  and  correct  in- 
formation ;  and,  whenever  we  had  cause  to  suspect  the  nature  of 
our  intelligence,  we  were  not  satisfied  till  further  authority,  had 
either  confirmed,  or  disproved,  ere  we  ventured  to  employ  it, 
rejecting  all  hearsay  evidence,  and  mere  newspaper  reports,  we 
w.l  stancl  answeruble  for,  (and,  if  duly  called  upon,  will  prove  the 
truth  of,)  the  facts  herein  laid  down,  wherever  a  reference  is  not 
given  to  works  already  before  the  public. 
•We  proceed,  at  once,  to  consider  the  Title-page,  and  premises, 


„f  these  letters,  and  to  lay  bare  the  specious  views,  which  <hey 

"ThaYthe  Cholera  Morbus  "  is  not  a  communicable  ^disease,"  a* 
..t  fnrth  in  the  Title-page  of  the  series  ot  letters  before  u»,  and, 
that  it  ''caoooUnc(cr%a.e,er  name  known,  be  transmitted  from 
he  persons  of  those  labouring  under  it  to  other  md.v.duals,  by  con- 
Set -  through  the  medium1  of  iuanib,ate^ubs.aBces,--or  through 
tte  medium  of  the  atmospbere,-rs  u  position  WW*  «  •* 
"the  highest  autlJitv;und  Verified,  b,  e,P0r,e„ce  enmmen- 

s*wT,;'tn:t,r„or;s-„f  .rumpcts;  upon  * 

tfSttAl  truism,  familiBr  to  every  tyro  m  medk  

t  every  member  of  society,  who  hns  given  the  « 
deration  ?  and,  why,  we  ash,  have  WW^M 

attempting 

^o!Sr^S«  «  the  syndroms  of  the 
Indian,  or  Itussian  Cholera,  has  cx.sted 

Now,  if  such  bare  •"-^^SS-tS***  R""ili,ir'"  1,6 
*f  «*  te"    o U  y  o     -  <iiseascS\ 

admitted  as  fact,  the  denuty u  t„(,  „ 

established  1    But,  how  can  such  unsup port  a,  a 

«rtien,  bold  as  it  is,  stand  *Bgfgl££»£  

S Spited,  nuthoriuos ;  whose  tuut  1  >  g- 

ringed'  u^rp-mioo,  wo  wil,  proceed 
IS  £n«.1t  the  hiEhest  Medical  Authors,  on 

II.  Tto^wwtfrCWw  ot  iodo.-lluss  a-A  us  ma 
•  4c  ,  and  then  leave  it  M  «  — g^aS^  degree 
comparison  between  „„„  stak(,s  his  prof«. 

SXe-ton^  proXof"^,.  identity-,  «*  *~ 
page  b.) 

I.  ■  Cholera  Morbus  .vill  be  found,  in  our  standard  work,,  under 
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the  namea  of  Cholera,*  Cholera  Morbus.f  and  Cholera  .  Bih'osa  ;% 
these  titles  invariably,  and  definitively,  implying  a  disease  which  i» 
occasioned  by  a  sudden  irruption  of  bile  into  the  intestines,  and 
stomach,  attended  with  sickness,  the  patient  discharging,  by  vo- 
miting, pure  bile,  which,  also,  passes  off  by  the  bowels,  in  great 
quantities  ;§  this  is  attended  with  severe  griping  pains  in  the  bow- 
els, and  cramps  in  the  muscles  of  the  legs  ;  the  pulse  is  small,  and 
very  frequent,  and  often,  in  a  few  hours,  the  patient  is  brought 
into  a  state  of  considerable  danger  :  our  authority  adds,  the  prog- 
nostic, in  this  country,  is  favourable  ;|(  the  usual  cause  is  super- 
abundant, and,  perhaps,  acrid  bile.  I 

2.  The  Cholera  Morbus  generally  shews  itself,  in  this  country, 
at  the  close  of  summer,  or  at  the  beginning  of  autumn  ;  the  heat 
of  the  sunf  is  supposed  to  be  one  efficient,  and  proximate,  cause-w- 
hence, the  greater  violence  of  the  disease  in  hot  . climates; 

3.  Sydendam  states  that  the  Cholera  Morbus  is  one  of  the  num- 
ber of  autumnal  epidemics,  rises  in  August,  and  finishes  its  course 
in  a  month.**  Dr.  Willis  adds  in  a  note,  "  the  disease,  here  de- 
scribed by  Sydenham,  is  the  true  Cholera  Morbus;  and  what  is 
evacuated  consisting,  for  the  most  part,  of  bile.  , 

4.  The  term,  "  Cholera,"  is  of  ancient  date,  for  we  trace  it  in 
the  writings  of  Hippocrates.  Celsus  derives  it  from  a  compound 
Greek  word,  literally  meaning  a  flow  of  bile  ;  while  another  autho- 
rity believes  it  to  be  derived  from  a  word  implying  intestinal  flux  : 
3 — some  authors  formerly,  and  several,  of  the  present  day,  have 
expressed  this  disease  by  the  "  pleonastic"  term,  Cholera  Morbus. 

:£>•  Cholera  stands  alone  in  Galen,  and  Celsus,  and,  if  a  dis- 
tinctive adjunct  were  not  necessary  in  their  days,  it  must  be 
wholly  superfluous  in  ours, — as  tending  to  engender  confusion, 
and  mistake,  in  the  appropriate  use  of  epithets.f  f 

6.  A  Dutch  Physician,  of  high  authority,  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  employed  this  term  to  desdribe  this  autumnal,  and  bilious 
complaint :  "  hot,  bilious,  vomiting,  irritating  the  stomach,  and 


•  The  authorities  are  Galen,  Hippocrates,  Aratseus,  Paul  ^Sginetas,  Celsui, 
Traillian,  CulTen,  Sauvages,  Lienard,  &c. 

f  Bonetus,  Bontius,  Sydenham,  Willis,  Pemberton,  &e. 

\  J-  M.  Good's  Works,  vol.  ].,  who  has  distinguished  Cholera,  biliosa,  and 
flatulenta — synonymous  with  humida,  and  sicea  of  the  antients. 

See  Act :  Med  :  Berolin,  dec.  ij.  vol.  iii.  p;  73,  by  Galen,  Cholera,  from  fiatua  ; 
.  Menjotus,  &c. 

'     Dr.  Pemberton's  Practical  Treatise. 

0  Hippocrates  ;  Cholericaj  bilis  eruptiones  seorsum  nc  deorsnm  Celsus  ak» 

"  Bills, supra,  infiaque  erumpit. 

•    1  Hippocrates,  ait  5.  Sect,  xxvij.  in  a;state  vero  AflFectioncs  Cholcriccc, — u  ite- 
rum,  in  Sect.  xl.  ;  Affectiones  Cholerica;  magis  in  testate  fiunt." 
Sydenham,  vol.  1.  p.  10— Ch.  ij.  p.  218. 
H  See  J.  M.  Good's  Works— Dr.  Hawkins  on  Cholany  pp,  125, .126. 


4 

8 


intestines,  is  incessantly,  and  copiously,  discharged  by  the  mouth, 
&c."* 

7.  In  Mr.  Curtis'  able  history,  upon  Cholera  in  India,  will  be 
found  a  letter  from  Dr.  Paisley,  upon  a  disease,  which  these  gen- 
tlemen termed  Cholera  Morbus — "  it  is,  totally,  a  disease  of  highly 
putrid  bile,  which  operates  on  the  system  as  a  poison  ;  the  putridi- 
ty, and  acrimony,  of  the  bile,  being  considered  the  proximate 
cause." 

It  will  be  in  this  place  right  to  observe,  that  the  Russians,  and 
French,  have  called  Spasmodic  Cholera.f  Cholera  Morbus,  imply- 
ing distinctly  the  former  disease,  in  which  no  trace  of  bile 
found. 

During  the  experience  of  ihirty-five  years,  we  do 

to  have  met  with  one  instance,  in  our  own  practice,  ~.   I  om 

the  Cholera  Morbus.  YVe  believe  death  to  be  an  extremely  rare 
occurrence  in  this  country,  except  among  the  aged,  and  delicate, 
or  from  bad  treatment ;  and  we  have  never  heard  of  any  post- 
mortem examination  of  those,  who  did  die  from  this  disease,  indi- 
cating any  peculiar  morbid  appearances. 

In  consulting  our  authorities  on  Spasmodic  Cholera,  we  cannot 
give  a  stronger  proof  of  our  wish  to  afford  the  author  of  these  let- 
ters every  reasonable  consideration,  than  by  availing  ourselves  of 
the  writer's  own  materials,  whenever  an  opportunity  affords : — 
hence,  we  will,  first,  transcribe  his  own  vivid  description  of  this 
disease,  before  we--refer  to  the  pages  of  our  best  writers  on  the 
subject,  which  will  be  found  in  strict  unison  with  his  own. 

In  the  fifth  page  of  his  Series,  in  describing  cases  of  Cholera, 
bearing  a  "  perfect  similarity  of  symptoms  to  the  Indian,  and  Rus- 
sian, Cholera,"  our  author  records  the  following  striking  symp- 
toms:— the  collapse,— the  deadly  coldness,  with  a- clammy  skin, — 
the  irritability  of  the  stomach — and  prodigious  discharge  from  the 
bowels,  of  an  op'ike  serous  fluid,  imtiiiged  with  bile  in  the  slightest 
degree, — with  a  corresponding  shrinking  of  flesh,  and  integuments, — 
the  pulse  less,  and  livid  extremities, — the  ghastly  aspect  of  counte- 
nance, and  sinking  of  the  eyes, — the  restlessness,  so  great 
the  patient  has  not  been  able  to  remain  for  a  moment 
position  ;"— and  again,  in  page  7,  line  39— "The  blue  skin,  the 
shrivelled  fingers,  the  cold  tongue,  the  change  in  voice,  and  the 
suppression  of  urine," — in  addition  to  these,  which  may  i>  >-;u 
as  the  pathognomonic  signs,  which  contradistinguish  Spasmodic 
Cholera  from  Cholera  Morbus,  we  may  state  the  following  pecu- 
liarities, as  invariably  attendant  upon  the  severer  forms  of  this 
disease,  viz.: — excessive  blueness  of  the  nails,  the  vomiting,  purg- 
ing, and  cramps,  ceasing,  when  the  patient  is  under  confirmed  col- 
lapse, with  the  intellect  entirely  unimpaired,  and  sleep  seldom, 


•  Bontius  Bataviac,  IG29.  Dc  Cholera  Morbus, 
f  S«c  Russian  Reports — M.  Jouu.es  Rapport. 


r  never,  occurring,  unless,  as  it  lias  been  observed,  «  it  is  n. 
sleep  of  deatb." 

Again,  anotber  autbor  observes,  « those  that  recover  from  the 
first,  (the  cold,  or  collapsed)  state,  are  found,  soon  after  re-action 
takes  place,  with  an  excessively  rapid,  and  feeble  pulse  ;  with  a 
fever  of  the  typhoid  cast,  (the  true  Choleric  Fever,)  and  occasion-'' 
ally,  with  a  recurrence  of  the  most  aggravated  symptoms  of  the 
first  stage,  with  a  brown,  foul,  dry,  tongue,  and  with  excessive 
thirst;  the  countenance  flushed,  and  sinking;  the  conjunctiva  no 
longer  white,  but  suffused  with  blood  ;  stupor  frequently  takes 
place  at  this  crisis  ;— when  such  patients  die,  death  occurs  in  the 
comatose  state". 

Of  the  post-mortem  appearances,  the  most  remarkable  are— 
externally-the  livid  color  of  the  skin,_the  extreme  emaciation 

rfftMfr  el  eVe"  f "  a  f6W  h0urs'  illness,-and  the  permanent. 
hSr i  m^^es:--internally_the Jungs,  cava,,  spleen,  and 
heart,  being  gorged  with  dark  coloured  blood,  of  a  leaden  hue  and 
more  resembling  tar,  than  the  vital  fluid,-the  dull,  red,  color,  of 
the  inner  membrane  of  the  stomach,  strikingly  contrasted  with  the 
florid  hue  of  the  arterial  vessels,  ramifying  on  &e  edge  of  flie  vuJ 

t  on  ofXntT  StUdt!fd  Tith  apth°US  --rationsg_the  cpntrS 
Tth!  SS  P)  lm'"s'.and  colon>  especially  at  its  crura^-the  ducts  of 
all  the  abdom.na  viscera,  being  closed,_the  urinary  bladder  beino 
firmly  contracted,  shrivelled,  and  almost  invariably  Lpty  ° 
th;"CS  18  U\e  gfneral  sketch  of  a  case,  where  death  has  occurred  in 
the  collapsed  stage;  it  is  right,  however,  to  remark,  that  in  nro 
portion  to  the  violence,  and  rapidity,  of  the  disea^  'tSS 

LeatP[;rneaxntCepS  7  f°Und  t0  eXhib!t  GVe^  degree  of  intensity 
-Let  us  next  endeavour  to  ascertain,  whether  Spasmodic  Choirs 

S  ln  0ne,  *™°»>  "-re  than  another.  It  haT been observed 
.  metei  was  at  40°  or  50°  as  when  it  stood  at  90°  or  100°  during  tht* 

«  Armenia,  7,000  feetf  above  the  sea.  '  Erzero»>" 

,    ibis  disease  has  been  called  Mort  de  Chion  i„  thZ  r    .     ,  •  , 

imports  "the  don  Hi  hi,,™,  »  -j.  '  and  nhich  significantly 
.  I  the  deathblow;    accord.ng  to  Golius,  •«  actio  inferenr 


*  Dr  Hawkins,  16,  47. 

t  See  Quarterly  Review,  Nov., 
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,'nuL  tcin  ;"  and  hence  synonymous  with  "  mors  repentina,"  or  '•'  mors 
violenta."* 

We  have  the  authority  of  Mr  Curtis,  who  has  furnished  us  with 
one  of  the  earliest  histories  of  this  disease,  for  saying,  that  it  is 
known  in  India,  especially  in  the  Presidency  of  Madras,  by  the 
name  of  Mart  de  Chien.  This  writer,  whose  history  of  this  disease 
was  published"  in  1807,  was  the  first  who  designated  it  Spasmodic 
Cholera — Spasm  being  one  of  the  most  prominent,  and  distressing, 
symptoms,  in  conjunction  with  the  thorough  absence  of  bile  in  the 
alimentary  canal.f 

We  may,  as  well,  in  this  place,  observe,  that  the  generic  term 
Cholera,  whether  used-with,  or  without,  the  definite  article,  has 
indifferently  been  employed,  when  either  species  of  this  disease  is 
implied,  or  understood. 

A  modern  writer,  of  deserved  celebrity,  states,  that  the  com- 
mon bilious  Cholera  is  a  disease  distinct  from  the  Spasmodic  Cho- 
lera. In  India,  as  well  as  in  Europe,  the  common  bilious  Cholera 
is  well  known,  and  not  usually  fatal*  In  the  first  place,  as  the 
name  indicates,  the  discharges  are,  more  or  less,  colored  tcith  bile, 
and  the  general  commotion  of  the  alimentary  canal  seems  to  arise 
from  a  superabundance  of  bile,  thrown  upon  it.  In  the  Spasmodic 
Cholera,  on  the  contrary,  the  discharges  are  generally  whitish  ;  and 
no  hope  is  held  out  of  recovery,  until  they  acquire  a  bilious  ti?ige.$ 

Although  it  be  admitted,  that  Cholera  Morbus,  and  Spasmodic 
Cholera,  have  certain  symptoms  in  common,  especially  in  the  most 
aggravated  cases  of  the  former ;  and  as  this  limited  resemblance 
has  beep  assumed,  as  constituting  the  identity  of  these  diseases,  the 
writer  with  ingenuity,  peculiarly  his  own,  deduces  the  following 
inferences, — because  no  one  has  ever  deemed  Cholera  Morbus  in- 
fectious, wherever  it  has  been  found  in  the  known  world,  Spasmo- 
dic Cholera  is  consequently  incommunicable.  Lest  the  author  of 
this  subterfuge,  and  this  delusive  sophistry,  should  attempt  to 
screen  himself  under  the  declaration  in  the  table  of  contents,  hav- 
ing already  given  a  full  definition  of  the  former,  and  only  an  out- 
line, occasionally,  of  the  latter,  we  will  furnish  the  reader  with 
those  distinguishing,  and  pathognomonic  symptoms,  which  are  al- 
ways present  in  a  greater,  or  less,  degree,  in  the  confirmed  collapse 
stage  of  Spasmodic  Cholera,  and  which  are  never  observable  in 
Cholera  Morbus  :  these  are — the  intellect  unimpaired — the  absence 
of  sleep — the  suppression  of  urine — a  sense  of  oppression,  and 
heat,  though  the  trunk,  and  extremities,  are  as  cold  as  ice — the 


•  Sec  T.  M.  Gootl,  vol.  1.  p.  257. 

f  Sec  the  following  Works  in  illustration  of  these  symptoms — Orton's  Essay 
on  the  Epidemic  Cholera— Kennedy  s  History,  M.  Jonnes  Rapport,  &c.  — Ilaw- 
kin's  History,  Scott's  Reports—  Bombay,  and  Bengal  Reports— Dr  Girdlestones, 
Heyne's,  and  Whyte's  Works. 

J  Sec  Dr.  Hawkins,  page  127. 
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cessation  of  the  circulation — cold  tongue,  and  breath — blue  tint 
of  the  nails — cessation  of  vomiting,  purging,  and  spasm  in  this 
stage  ; — the  other  symptoms,  that  have  been  already  mentioned, 
being  superadded  to  these,  constitute  that  group  of  signs,  by  which 
Spasmodic  Cholera  may  be  known  from  Cholera  Morbus. 

By  contrasting  the  symptoms  of  Cholera  Morbus,  together  with 
the  seasons  of  its  prevalence,  with  those  of  Spasmodic  Cholera,  we 
feel  assured  that  the  reader  will  have  the  best  means  of  forming 
his  judgment  of  their  separate  character  : — We,  therefore,  con- 
sider it  unnecessary  to  extend  our  extracts  or  quotations,  further ; 
but,  refer  him  for  additional  information,  to  the  above-mentioned 
authorities,  which  may,  we  trust,  be  admitted,  as  sufficient,  by  all 
parties,  to  establish  the  distinction  between  Cbolera  Morbus,  and 
Spasmodic  Cholera.  We  are  willing  to  abide  by  such  convincing, 
and  powerful,  evidence,  and  trust,  that  our  credulity,  and  judg- 
ment, will  not  be  deemed  deserving  of  censure'.  Jf  our  conclusions 
are  admitted,  it  may  safely  be  inferred,  that  the  writer  of  these  let- 
ters is  fighting  under  false  colours,  with  an  ulterior  view  of  estab- 
lishing the  identity  of  Cholera  Morbus  (a  disease  universally,  ac- 
knowledged to  be  uninfectious)  with  Spasmodic  Cholera.  Hence, 
the  deceptive  title  given  to  these  letters,  and,  on  this  ground,  hit- 
ridicule  of,  and  rancour  at,  the  cordon,  and  quarantine  laws. 

But,  we  must  not  rest  satisfied  with  his  bare  assertion,  that  be 
"  has  been  long  quite  familiar  with  Cholera,  in  which  a  perfect 
similarity  to  the  symptoms  of  the  Indian,  and  Russian,  Cholera, 
has  existed."  (Letter  1,  p.  5.)  He  must  prove  the  identity  of 
these  widely  distinct  diseases,  and  then  we  become  at  once  his 
converts.  On  this  proof  his  whole  train  of  argument  depends  ;  to 
this  he  must  stand,  or  fall ;  for,  he  has  set  his  professional  judgment 
on  the  cast,  and  he  must  "  stand  the  hazard  of  the  die."  How 
will  the  symptoms  during  life,  or  the  appearances  after  death,  bear 
him  out  ?  Will  one  disease,  which  hitherto  has  appeared  only 
during  a  few  weeks  in  autumn,— has  rarely  proved  fatal,— and  al- 
ways indicated  the  presence  of  abundant  bile,— identify  itself  with 
another,  which  has  raged  equally,  and  at  the  same  time,  when  the  - 
mercury  sunk  below  zero  in  Russia,  or  rose  to  90°  in  India  and 
never  ceased  from  destroying  for  fourteen  years-during  which 
period,  millions  have  fallen  its  victims  ;_and,  where  the  presence 
of  bile  can  never  be  discovered  during  its  paroxysm  ;  and  where 
its  re-appearance,  alone,  holds  out  a  hope  of  recovery  ?  But,  thoueh 
he  does  not  attempt  to  support  his  assertions,  by' giving  his  own 
profess.onal  account  of  cases,  so  "perfectly  identic,"  and  with 

"sever*?  T  ^V*  " loa*  he  Supplies  the  cases  of 

to  d  11   others,  who  are  equally  so  :"  and  to  these,  we  now  beg 
,  S        reader  s  attention  :  with  a  strong  presentiment,  thai 

1?™^^"^  «*  <<amPle  evidence"  the. 
Supply,  in  a  very  doubtful  light,  or  mar  our  ovyn  <«  cause      for  wl 
fully  coincide  with  our  «  author"  when  lie  says- 
It  contaguimsts  cannot  point  out  a  difference  between  some  of 


Ahe  severe  cases,  to  which  public  attention  has  been  drawn,  and 
the  most  marked  cases  of  the  Indian,  or  Russian  Cholera,  I  think 
I  hat  now  there  should  be  an  end  of  all  argument  in  support  of 
dicir  cause." — Letter  3,  p.  23. 

But,  when  he  demands  all  the  names  of  those  ships  which 
brought  to  this  country,  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  the  "  con- 
tagion" which  has  produced,  at  so  many  different  points,  cases  of 
severe  Cholera,  causing  death  in  some  instances,  and  in  which  the 
identity  with  the  "  In.dian  Cholera,"  "  the  Russian  Cholera,"  &c, 
has  been  so  perfect,  that  all  the  "  perverse  ingenuity  of  man,  cannot 
point  out  a  difference,"  we  differ  from  him  in  thinking,  that 
«  Contagion"  was  indicated— as  the  identity  of  the  disease  was 
not,  as  we  will  shew,  proved  in  any  one  instance  ;  and  we,  there- 
fore, do  not  consider  ourselves  as  called  upon  to  supply  ''the 
names' of  the  ships  by  which  the  contagion  was  brought" — though 
from  Sunderland  (a  place  with  which  he  is  evidently  well  ac- 
quainted), the  enquirer  may  readily  gain  every  information  re- 
specting the  vessels,  which  arrived  from  the  Baltic,  about  the  time 
that  the  pilot,  Robert  Henry,  was  attacked,  whose  case  will  pre- 
sently be  considered. 

We  will  group  with  these  extracts,  without  further  comment, 
the  following — where,  in  speaking  of  the  London  Board  of  Health, 
he  says,— "  Above  all,  why  has  not  allusion  been  made  in  then- 
papers  to  those  cases  of  pure  Spasmodic  CMera,  which  have  oc- 
curred in  various  parts  of  England,  within  the  last  five  months, 
and  the  details  of  which  have  been  faithfully  transmitted  to  them? 
If  those  cases  be  enquired  into  thoroughly,  and  impartially,  and  if 
several  of  them  be  not  found  to  be  perfectly  identic  with  the  Epi- 
demic Cholera  of  India,  and  Russia,  &c,  I  hereby  promise  the 
public  to  disclose  my  name,  and  to  suffer  all  the  ignominy  of  a 
person  making  false  statements." — Letter  6,  p.  43. 

We  will  first  take  into  consideration  the  disease  which  attracted 
public  attention  at  Port  Glasgow,  and  on  which  our  author  lays 
great  stress— (vide  1.  3,  p.  23)— and  shew,  that  the  decision  of  its 
identity  pith  Common  Cholera,  arrived  at  by  the  Medical  Officer 
sent  down  by  Government  to  investigate  its  character,  is  supported  by 
the  unanimous  testimony  of  leading  men  in  various  classes  of  so- 
ciety. Our  first  extract  is  from  a  letter,  received  from  high  offi- 
cial authority  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  dated  Port  Glasgow, 

Dec  20th,  1831  :— 

"  Some  months  ago,  individuals. weis  attacked  by  a  disorder,  winch  « as 
•dlescd,  by  the  Medical  man  who  attended  them,  to  be  Asiatic  Cholera. 
'It  was,  however,  the  general  belief,  that  it  was  not  that  disease;  and  Go- 
vernment having  sent  Dr.  Daun  to  make  enquiries,  he,  after  the  most 
minute  investigation,  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  was  not  Astahc  Cho- 
lera." . 
Our  next  extracts  arc  from  the  letter  of  a  highly  respectabW 
Surgeon  at  Greenock  (dated  24th  Dec ,  1831),  who,  after  stat.ng 
that  several  severe  cases  of  Cholera  had  occurred  at  Port  Glad 

P^S^ttcnUon^'Lord  Melbourne  war,  directed  to  the  subject.,  and 
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after-some  correspondence  had  passed,  the  Privy  Council  scut  down  Mr, 
Daun  from  London,  to  examine  into  the  nature  of  the  disease.  *  *  ' 
Ik-fore  Dr.  Daun  arrived  at  Port  Glasgow,  the  disease  had  suddenly  dis. 
appeared,  and  he  had  only  to  look  at  the  patients  that  had  been  ill.  1  met 
with  Dr.  Daun  when  he  was  here — he  was  of  opinion  that  the  cases  were 
not  more  than  ordinary  bowel  complaints,  common  at  that  seasori  of  the  year." 

Another  letter  from  a  Physician  of  eminence,  at  Glasgow,  eon- 
;firms  the  above  statement,  adding, 

"  That  alarm  arose  from  an  idea,  that  the  disease  had  been  traced  to  a 
vessel  loaded  with  hemp,  which  had  about  that  time  arrived  at  Port  Glas- 
gow, from  Petersburgh. " 

A  considerable  merchant,  from  the  same  quarter,  contributes 
exactly  the  same  intelligence  in  these  words, 

"  Government,  about  three  months  ago,  sent  down  a  medical  person  from 
-London,  to  make  enquiries  on  the  subject  of  the  disease  that  has  appeared 
at  Port  Glasgow,  when  it  was  satisfactorily  ascertained,  that  the  cases  above 
alluded  to,  were  only  severe  attacks  of  the  Common  Cholera." 

Reserving  our  comments  for  a  future  time,  we  proceed  to  the 
insulated  case  of  Martin  McNeal,  which  occurred  at  Hull. —  Vide 
Let.  I,  p.  6  and  7  ;  Let.  3,  p.  24,  our  author  informs  us  that 

"  The  same  medical  gentleman  who  had  been  sent  to  Port  Glasgow,  was 
sent  to  Hull  to  report  upon  this  case.  He  arrived  there  too  late,  but  having 
seen  the  details  of  the  case,  he  admitted  that  he  saw  no  reason  to  declare 
them  different  from  those  which  occurred  in  the  Indian  Cholera." 

He  adds, — "  The  disease  did  ?wt  spread  to  others,  either  by  di- 
rect, or  indirect,  contact  with  thjs  patient." — Vid.  Let.  1,  p.  7, 
.where  an  account  of  this  case  will  be  found ;  and  to  which  we 
direct  our  reader's  attention. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  Robert  Henry,  a  pilot,  died  at  Sunder- 
land, (vid.  Let.  4,  p.  35,)  under  very  extraordinary  symptoms,  and 
which,  we  wi/1  admit,  may  have  been  those  of  true  Spasmodic 
Cholera  (as  reported  upon  to  the  Home  Secretary  by  the  Mayor 
of  that  town).  He,  perhaps,  was  the  first  of  the  many  victims, 
now,  daily  falling  before  this  terrible  disease,  as  it  spreads  slowly, 
but  surely,  over  the  land.  Admitting  Henry's  case,  then,  to  be 
Spasmodic  Cholera,  we  require  no  lengthened  evidence,  beyond 
the  facts  universally  known,  to  prove,  that  in  this  case,  «  the  disease 
aid  spread: 

The  next  Sunderland  case  that  attracted  public  attention,  did 
not  occur  till  the  25th  of  October  ;  but  our  readers  will  recollect 
the  numerous  cases  o{ttSerous  Diarrhea,"  and  «  Common  Cholera? 
which  were  entered  distinct  from  the  «  Malignant  Cases,"  in  the 
Jirst  official  reports,  but  afterwards  classed  under  one  title  of  Cholera 
a  much  larger  portion  of  which  proved  fatal,  than  is  usual  in  this 
country,  m  such  cases,  even  at  that  season,  (Autumn)  when  the 
cl.sease  prevails  m  its  due  course.  And,  again,  though  no  deaths 
Jom  Malignant  Cholera"  were  reported  from  Henry's  death  on 
me  14th  o  August,  until  Spout's  death  on  the  27th  of  October, 
£e  kno«  that  several  deaths  did  occur  during  that  period,  from 

f  severe  bowel  attqpks  of  a  new  description,  which  thmprevailed  to. 
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<m  uhming  cxlcnt       and  were  suddenly on  the  Oth  November, 
pubU9hed  to  the  world  as  D'^^a  &c  &c 

We  will  however  presently  view  this  case  ^  ^ 

above  nonces  of-I.  rhe  1«J  al  g  d 

MeNeal,  atHull-andlll.  incase              .  '        of  im. 

land_which  we  ^ve  selected  as  he  only  ^ 

portance,  adduced  by.  the  author  m  ^    d  more  articu. 

to  which  we  intend  principally  to  conhne  o  .      ^  ^ 
larly,  as  he  has  placed  them  as  the :  main ^stay 

their  being  of  foreign  °W*>  "*fX^!  0  the  fearful  spread  of 
was  peculiarly  alive  to  the  subject    w,  g  to  tl e  j  ^ 

Spasmodic  Cholera  on  the  Contmen    ^   }  ^ 
ing  already  reached  many  of  those  Jure  g  firgt 
wire  constantly  arriving  m  our  own ^bours  a  t  ^  rf  a 

case  at  Port  Glasgow  ^oonP~^^?B^  entered  the 
vessel  from  ^-J^^S^S^  and  upward,  of 
Clyde,  was  well  calculated  to  ruusc  discovered,  winch  was 

.twenty  cases  of  a  ^ase,  jere  ^^^ict  investigate, 
declared  by  competent  Mescal  ^^d  bj  .he  united  testimony  of 
made  by  order  of  ^ef^'m^^^  to  be  the  Cho- 
m0st  of -the  Medical J^^f^ of  the  year,  and  not 
lera  Morbus  usually  P^^^^'S^ 
Asiatic  Cholera.   Here  t hen  w e^M*^lead  us^0  infer,  that 

without  further  remark.  °^  ™c^d  the  disease,  which  proved 
excess  in  fruit,  and  liquor,  bad  piodu^a  ^  t 

fatal  at  Hull ;  when  m  I.   •  p.  7-  he  i  fruit,  and  got 

h^^J*^9^^SS^^I  case  occurred  in  Au- 
intoxicated  at  a  fair.     Yet,  ^oug  Bymptoms  given 

gust,  when  Common  Cholera  t  CholeraJ 

Is,  we  should  certain  y  *^J%££&^  the  appearances 
and  either  ascr.be  it  to  surfe  t,  m  suspect  ^ 
inflammation  in  the  stoinacb,  the  mentioned  by  Sy- 

^ZZTZZ  an  '—on  caused  g  j-g*.  3 
A^ch  is  again  alluded  to  in  a  note  to  the  7,h  paraph  of 

of  Cholera,  which  "ffirtSE^  «  be  ^  "  "     *  ^ 
casloned  by  P££  £££  S3  of  its  irrh***  po- 

the  stomach  and  intestines,  hom 
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Assuming  this  case,  (p.  G.)  which  the  writer  describes,  as  occur  - 
ring  at  HuB,  on  the  14th  of  August,  1831,  to  be  authentic,  we 
readily  admit,  that  we  have  never  met  with  an  instance  of  Cholera 
3Iorbus,  so  crowded  with  aggravated  symptoms,  as  the  one  here 
related  ;  and  although  we  cannot  speak  in  praise  of  the  post  mor- 
tem examination,  yet,  as  it  contains  one  of  the  pathognomonic  ap- 
pearances of  Spasmodic  Cholera,  viz — "  red  patches  on  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  stomach,"  we  are  convinced,  that  it  deserves 
our  unbiassed  attention  :  we  must  here  remark,  that  the  declara- 
tion, "  that  his  friend  does  not  appear  to  attach  much  importance 
to  them,  from  their  common  occurrence  in  a  variety  of  other 
diseases,"  is  an  impeachment  both  of  his  friends  experience,  and 
judgment,  (hn  the  diseased  case  he  has  reported,)  and  by  implication 
of  his  own  ;•,  first,  because  viewing  the  case  as  identified  with  the 
Spasmodic  Cholera,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  is  found 
more,  or  lei  ;s  inflamed,  and  in  extreme  cases,  patched  with  red  ; 
and  secondly,  because  "  red  patches"  are  seldom,  if  ever,  discovered, 
excepting  alter  a  mineral  poison  had  been  swallowed.    Now  we  are 
inclined  to  ?iew  that  remarkable  symptom,  deemed  so  unimportant 
by  the  author's  friend,  as  strongly  indicating  the  disease  produced 
by  a  mineral'  poison,  alluded  to  by  Sydenham.    We  deeply  regret 
that  the  most  minute  investigation,  as  to  the  possibility  of  McNeal's 
having  swallo\  Fed  poison,  was  not  made  ;  we  appeal  to  the  under- 
standing of  omr  readers,  and  our  professional  brethren,  whether  at 
any  other  period  than  the  present,  when  Cholera  is  deemed  an 
explanation  of  every  anomaly,  the  appearance  of  "  red  patches" 
on  the  mucous,  membrane  of  the  stomach,  when  connected  with 
sudden  death  in  16  hours,  would  not  have  been  sufficient  to  have 
warranted  a  j  udicial  enquiry  ? 

We  do  not  desire  to  exact,  too  severely,  a  detail  of  all  the  mi- 
nutiae, observable  in  the  mort-mortem  examination,  yet  we  cannot 
avoid  expres  sing  surprise,  after  the  very  particular  narrative  of  the 
symptoms,  (  though  he  professed  only  to  call  it  a  mere  «  abstract 
of  the  case"  )  p.  6,  Letter  8,  that  a  further  statement  was  not  made 
of  the  disea:>ed  appearances,  particularly  of  the  gall-bladder,  of  the 
ducts  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  of  the  colon,  and  especially  of  the 
urinary  bladder  :_had  these  been  faithfully  given,  from  our  own 
experience,  we  feel  convinced,  that  this  case  would  have  afforded 
such  charac  tenstic  morbid  appearances,  and  would  have  contrasted 
it  so  decide  dly  with  the  Common  Cholera  of  this  country,  as  to 
Have  stamp  ed  it  as  being  of  other— perhaps  of  foreign  origin  : 
Mien  striking  and  distinguishing  marks,  were  never  .exhibited, 
cuncr  during  hfe,  or  after  death,  in  any  case  of  Common  Cholera' 

vve  mur  it  express  our  strong  dissatisfaction  at  the  indefinite 

Wp T7?i '  DaUn'S  °pinion  of  this  case  has  been  detailed  : 

tint  S,     i "  lntell,gent  medical  officer  giving  a  decided  opinion. 

V TaSf  f  P°rt  Glasgow  was  not  Spasmodic  Cholera. 
SKv  An i  S?ndeJand.  we  have  documents,  signed  by  himself, 
•"Idly  dec!  aring  thai  disease,  «  Spasmodic"  and  «  Malignant  Cho- 
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leva;"  and  deciding  at  ^^J^^SSt"  ' 
di8ease.  But  the  author  s  too  s    that  Dr.  ^  ^.^  ^ 

late  to  see  the  case,   but  having  «g«       .       h      which  occur. 

^ritcff^M'*  any  satisfactory 
red  m  the  Indian  Cholera.      10  than  ^ 

conclusion,  he  must  haie  seen  details  very  m 

are  furnished  with  p  ^^J^J^  ?  Erring 
fcebie  and  indefinite  than  tl ie  Jguag  3  ^ 

to  infection  was  assmeai}  •  t  of  sailors ;  his  indul- 

ced  at  this  distance  ot  time,  we  wiu  u  ,       he  incon. 

existed;  ?-**fZZ2ftEk£  -iter  employs,  to 
clm,ve  IX Teen  infectious,  it  m»t  necessaniy 

country.  So  it  has  also  *n  oK  ng** | £  after  Wg  deatU>  as  thc 
LlblLincmtact^th  ^m&un^mne^         their  bodicS)  &c.,  ^ 

facility  in  H»i  «         in  such  cases, 

•  s  ? sss  ™  -  -™ but  °f  many'  :hich  ,s  always 

the  great  test."  individuals  "  had  been 

Where  are  the  writer  s  proofs  a**"^1^      and  after  hU 
in  contact  with  Martin  MeNea dming  h»  ^  ^ 

death  T    Granting  the  "  fiwfcg*  obtal     g  p  ^ 
tbe  sick,  rub  then-  bodies,  &c,  beingve  y  e      ^  k  ^ 

we,  for  one  moment,  ^PP^i.  %^eGovernment,  in  such  strong- 
duty  to  report  the  case  immediately  to  w  ^  ^ 

terms,  a,  to  induce  ^^^^—2?^  the 
cumstances,  would  not  take  eveiy j  £  •     the  paticnt  from  all 

spread  of  infection  by  irnmediat gMJfg  nSecess£y  attendants? 
communication  mth  every  one,  b c  ,  ond  B»  ^  h 

Knowing,  too,  that  S|^**^  bc  an  infectious  disorder? 
Government  under  ^h,cl\l  e.™;/°indccd,  of  military  hospital 
.    The  writer  must  be  vei  y  gnc  rant,  m  ^  ^  ^ 

practice,  if  he  imagines  JJ^Sg  appearances.  Yet,  the  posj 
a  risk,  even  under  far  e ^Se^of  duty,  unsupported  by 
sibihty  of  such  an  WS^toSS^  is  advanced  as  a  con- 
any  proof,  beyond  the  w         ^agina  & 
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lera."  But  we  are  trifling  with  our  reader's  time,  by  stopping  to' 
expose  such  barefaced  inferences. 

Ere  we  dismiss  this  case  entirely,  we  will  observe,  that  it  docs 
not  follow,  because  numbers  are  exposed  to  infection,  that  any 
must  necessarily  imbibe  it.  Most  of  our  readers  will  be  aware  of 
instances,  similar  to  these  enumerated,  and  which  have- repeat 
edly  occurred  in  our  own  practice,  viz.,  where  one  of  a  large  family 
has  been  attacked  by  Scarlet  Fever,  or  Small  Pox,  without  its  being 
communicated  to  any  of  the  rest :  again,  a  case  lately  occurred^ 
where  a  mother  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  former  disease,  yet  the  infant 
, at  her  breast,  her  other  children,  and  servants,  though  exposed 
hourly  to  the  infection,  escaped  :  and  thirdly,  children  living,  and 
sleeping,  in  the  same  apartment  with  a  patient  under  Scarlet  Fever, 
did  not  receive  the  disease;  and  yet  no  specific  precautions  were 
used;  but,  although  such  cases  are  familiar  to  every  one,  no- 
body disbelieves  the  infectious  nature  of  these  disorders. 

In  speaking  of  the  fatal  case  of  Robert  Henry,  the  pilot,  tfcd 
died  at  Sunderland  on  the  14th  of  August,  our  author  states,  in 
Let.  4,  p.  34,  that 

"Some  attempt  was  made  at  Sunderland,  to  establish,  ihat  the  disease 
had  been  imported  from  foreign  parts,  but  due  enquiry  having  been  made 
by  the  Collector  of  the  Customs,  this  proved  to  be  unfounded." 
From  these  remarks,  it  is  very  evident,  that  this  case  was  of  a 
highly  suspicious  character,  as  to  its  nature,  and  source  ;  and,  in 
the  list .of  cases  given  in  p.  23  and  24,  our  author  has  entered  it, 
as  one    in  which  the  identity  with  the  '  Indian- Cholera,'  the  <  Rus' 
sian  Cholera  &c.  &c,  has  been  so  perfect,  that  all  the  perverse 
ingenuity  of  man  cannot  point  out  a  difference."    We  are  the 
more  satisfied  of  this,  as  the  circumstances  that  attended  its  an- 

EST,?  ft T1%tIme'.anithe.  raorta%  that  has  succeeded  it, 
SoLl  *  T  1  mg  ltS1lde"tlt^  and  ongm,  with  the  Russian 
Uiolera  *  Let  us  consider  these  circumstances,—?.  Shortly'  be 
fore  Henry  died,  a  vessel,  from  Riga,  (an  infected  port)  had 
arrived  off  Sunderland.  II.  Henry,  being"  a  pilot,  was  ear  *  and 
peculiarly,  exposed  to  any  infection,  that  might  be  brought  by 
t  essels  from  foreign  ports.f    III.  Henry  dies  on  the  14th  August^ 


■  fcnolfrom  the  I  aide „t  '  P ll»\nt  l!""™»*>  detected  in  boarding 
<ent^teP^S^fne  ab°VC  "1C  — h  of  the 
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e(  a  disease,  identified  with  that,  which  was  raging  at  the  port. 
From  whence  a  vessel,  then  in  the  river,  had  recently  sailed. 
IV.  After  a  tew  weeks,  this  disease  commences  the  same  course 
it  had  pursued  at  the  aforesaid  port,  and  surrounding  country. 

In  the  absence  of  direct  proof,  which  every  interested  and  party 
exertion  was  made  to  repress,  by  promulgating  the  most  conflict- 
ing reports,  thereby  casting  ridicule  upon  the  enquirers,  we  may 
draw  a  sufficiently  satisfactory  conclusion  from  such  striking  cir- 
cumstantial evidence. 

The  extract  entered  above  was,  unfortunately  for  the  writer, 
published  on  the  15th  October,  before  the  disease  at  Sunderland 
had  declared  its  infectious  character,  by  attacking,  and  destroying, 
hundreds,  in  that  town  alone  :— hence  his  hasty  conclusions  were, 
that  Henry's  would  be  an  insulated  case,  well  adapted  to  confirm 
hjs  former  arguments  against  the  infectious  nature  of  Spasmodic 
Cholera.  But  are  his  conclusions  still  the  same  as  they  were  on 
the  9th  November?  when  he  says, 

"  Lot  this  be,  therefore,  no  small  consolation,  when  we  find,  that  by  the 
official  news' of  this  day  five  more  deaths  have  occurred  at  Sunderland."— 
Let.  6,  p,  44. 

But  to  proceed.  About  the  time  of  Henry's  death,  a  bowel 
attack,  having  novel  features,  made  its  appearance  at  Sunderland, 
termed  by  the  medical  men,  "  Serous  Diarrhcca"  from  its  leading 
symjrtoms,  and  which  also  happened  to  be  a  leading  symptom  of 
Spasmodic  Cholera:  cases  of  this  disease  were  very  numerous, 
and  continued  increasing  at  the  period,  when  autumnal  bowel  at- 
tacks for  the  most  part  disappear.  No  official  notice  was  taken  of 
this  till  some  weeks  had  elapsed,  when  Spout  died  (in  Sunderland) 
of  a  disease  having  exactly  the  same  symptoms,  both  before,  and  after 
death,  as  that  which  killed  Henry  ten  weeks  before. 

The  attention  of  Government  was  immediately  attracted,  and 
Dr.  Daun  was  sent  down  to  enquire  into  the  character  of  this 
strange  disorder— who  declared  it  "  Spasmodic  Cholera,"  in  which 
opinion  he  was  confirmed  by  a  "  General  xMeeting  of  the  Medical 
Department,"  held  at  Sunderland,  on  the  1st  of  November,  who 
unitedly  voted  it  ".Continental  Cholera:'     (Vide  Dr.  Clannys 
letter  in  the  Sunderland  Herald,  12th  November,  1831.)  lhe 
secret  was  out,— the  cases  of  Diarrhoea,  and  of  Cholera,  were 
reported  ;  first  under  those  titles,  finally  under  Spasmodic  Cholera: 
—and  why  had  the  secret  been  kept  ?    May  we  venture  to  judge, 
from  the  fact,  that  the  life,  and  property,  of  the  President  of  the 
meetin-,  which  had  declared  that  Continental  Cholera  was  m 
Sunderland,  and  «  amongst  us,"  were  threatened  with  destruct.on 
by  a  party,  that  refused  to  have  Cholera  in  their  town -.—unfortu- 
nately, tliey  were  backed  by  the  newspapers,  and  by  many  influ- 
entiai  individuals,  whose  commercial  interests  were  at  stoke;  .* 
the  cry  of  "  no  Cholera   was  raised  on  all  sides,  for  weeks  attcr 
this  disease  was  ravaging  their  streets.    Nay,  there  are  still  some 
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who  deny  that  it  is  any  thing  more  than  Autumnal  Cholera,  and 
amongst  those,  unless  he  has  changed  his  sentiments  (an  example 
set  by  many  candid  individuals  in  these  parts),  we  may  rank  the 
author  of  the  letters  before  us. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  history  of  Spasmodic  Cholera, 
since  it  has  reached  these  shores,  should  correspond,  exactly,  with 
that  of  the  Plague  in  1665^01  only  in  its  attacking,  at  first,  single 
individuals,  and  then  lying  dormant  for  weeks,  but  in  its  being  ac- 
companied by  an  "  increase  of  those  distempers  which  bordered 
nearest  upon  it,"  and  eventually  in  the  gradual  manner  in  which 
it  spread — for  instance,  the  Plague  after  desolating  the  west  end 
of  London,  considerably  abated,  ere  it  spread  to  Southwark ;  and  the 
Cholera  prevailed  for  weeks  at  Newcastle  before  a  single  case  oc- 
curred at  Gateshead ;  yet  in  both  instances  the  communication 
remained  perfectly  open.  How  vain  the  attempt  to  scrutinize 
the  laws  by  which  infection  is  regulated,  must  strike  forcibly  every 
thinking  mind.  To  elucidate  this  part  of  our  subject,  we  will  ex- 
tract some  passages  from  Dr  Hancock,  "  on  the  laws  and  pheno- 
mena of  Pestilence." 

"In  the  latter  end  of  November,  or  the  beginning  of  December,  two  men, 
said  to  be  Frenchmen,  died  of  the  Plague  in  St  Giles's,  at  the  upper  end  of 
Drury  Lane.  About  three  weeks  after,  another  man  died  in  the  same 
house  of  the  same  distemper." —  Vide  p.  52. 

I'  About  the  12th  of  February,  six  weeks  after  the  last  death,  another  died 
in  another  house,  in  the  same  parish,  in  the  same  manner." —  Vide  p.  52. 
"  While  there  was  no  mention  of  the  Flague  in  the  weekly  bills,  and  no  in- 
crease for  a  time  after  it  had  been  mentioned ;  yet  it  was  apparent,  that 
there  was  an  increase'of  those  distempers  which  bordered  nearest  upon  it 
—  Vide  p.  p.  52,  53. 

"  It  was  not,  however,  till  the  beginning  of  May,  or  five  months  after  the 
supposed  introduction  of  fomites  into  St  Giles,  that  a  case  of  death,  or  even 
of  infection,  was  reported  to  have  taken  place  within  the  walls  of  the  city. 
This  occurred  in  Bearbinder-Laue.  It  was  found  on  inquiry  that  this  was 
a  Frenchman,  who  having  lived  in  Long  Acre,  near  the  infected  houses, 
had  removed  for  fear  of  the  distemper,  not  knowing  that  he  was  already 
infected." 

"  We  might  suppose,  that  this  individual  would  have  spread  the  contagion 
of  so  formidable  a  malady  round  him  in  ever}  direction.  But  it  appears 
on  the  contrary,  that  till  the  second  week  in  June,  or  nearly  seven  weeks 
after  the  death  just  noticed,  the  city  continued  free.  There  never  having 
died  any  of  the  Plague,  except  that  one  Frenchman,  within  the  whole 
ninety-seven  parishes.  Southwark  was  entirely  free,  having  not  one  yet 
that  died  on  that  side  of  the  water."—  Vide  p.  p.  53,  54. 
"It  was  a  merciful  disposition  of  providence,  says  the  writer  of  the  Journal, 
that  as  the  Plague  began  at  one  end  of  the  town  first,  so  it  proceeded  pro- 
gressively to  other  parts,  and  did  not  go  eastward  till  it  had  spent  its  fury  in 
tne  west ;  and  so  as  it  came  on  one  way,  it  abated  in  another."—  Vide  p.  55. 
We  have  now  gone  calmly,  and  dispassionately,  through  the 

th  ee  cases,  on  the  evidence  of  which  the  author  mainly  depends 
fi  P;  i,  '  •*    '  we  thercfore  consider  the  accusation  of  "shirking" 

'»  tne  following  passage  as  inapplicable  to  ourselves— 

"aL??,^81!1111"  thC  rblic  may  Partioul«"4y  wmark,  that,  frequently  as  thos« 
iT  l  ,      !CC,,e,,t-daSpr00fs0f  the  »bs»"lity  of  expecting  the  arrival  ol 
disease  by  a  ship,  thjsw  immixy  has  neve*  once  been  wsfuted  by 
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lyOSE  most  anxious  to  PROVE  TiiKiii  case.  No  ;  the  point  lias,  in  commoi, 
parlance,  been  always  shirked;  for  whoever  should  doubt  it,  would  only 
hold  himself  up  to  the  ridicule  of  the  profession,  and  to  admit  it  would  be 
to  give  up  the  importation  farce  Vide  p.  49,  /.  8. 

We  will  now  briefly  review  the  "  several  pure  cases  of  Spasmo- 
dic Cholera,"  still  remaining,  in  the  list  furnished  at  page  23,  Let- 
ter 3.  We  will  begin  with  the  three  cases  of  Cholera,  that  appear- 
ed in  the  Lancet  for  September,  No.  421,  page  811  : — 

1st  Case. — Here  we  find  the  patient,  a  healthy  young  woman, 
"  vomiting  a  dark  bilious  matter,  mixed  with  something  like  oatmeal 
grains,  and  of  an  exceedingly  nauseous  and  bitter  taste,"  &c,  follow- 
ed by  "  the  most  profuse  purging  :  the  matter,  ejected  and  deject- 
ed, having  a  most  offensive  smell,  so  as  scarcely  to  be  borne  :"  in 
the  collapsed  stage,  "she  suffered  dreadfully  from  retchings,  which 
occurred  about  every  twenty  minutes,  and  these  were  immediately 
followed  by  the  most  agonizing  pafoxysms  of  cramp,"  &c.  This 
patient  recovered. 

2nd  Case. — "  Which  occurred  in  a  woman,  about  the  age  of  fifty 
or  a  little  more,  and  which"  (the  symptoms,  we  presume),  "  were 
very  similar  to  those  of  the  former  *****  The  matter  vomit- 
ed by  this  patient,  was,  however,  of  a  darker  colour,  and  more  re- 
sembling coffee  grounds,  and  emitted  a  strong  acrid  smell.  The 
feculent  dejections  streaked  wiXh^blood,  &c.  This  patient  also  re- 
covered. These  cases  were  furnished  by  a  surgeon  at  Rotherhithe. 

3rd  Case.—"  The  patient,  aged  66,  was  a  nurse  in  St.  Giles' 
Workhouse,"  after  remaining  a  lengthened  time  in  the  collapsed  stage, 
the  "  eyes  sunken,  and  wide  open,  with  a  wild  stare.  She  had  cold 
clammy  sweats,"  &c,  after  an  effervescing  draught  of  mint,  and 
opium,  vomiting  entirely  ceased,  but  the  purging  went  oji,"  &c.  She 
recovered  at  the  end  of  ten  days. 

This  is  a  very  badly  drawn  up  case,  by  the  house-apothecary  of 
St.  Giles'  Workhouse. 

We  next  turn  to  "  the  detailed  case  of  Patrick  Geary,  which 
occurred  in  the  Westminster  Hospital."  We  find  it  reported  in 
the  Lancet  for  July,  No.  412,  page  543,  as  a  case  of  English 
Cholera.  He  was  fifty  years  of  age,  and  had  been  ill  fed  for 
some  time  previous  to  his  being  attacked.  After  suffering  very 
severely,  from  cramps,  purging,  &-c,  "he  began  to  vomit  a  fuid, 
which  he  says  ivas  bitter  and  sour,"  &c,  in  the  collapsed  state,  we 
find  him  suffering  from  "  some  delirium,  the  slightest  movement 
of  the  lower  extremities  occasioning  cramps  *****  eyes  si/fiu- 
sed,  but  not  sunk,  extremities  bathed  with  cold  perspiration,  ***** 
respiration  hurried."    This  patient  also  recovered. 

The  three  cases  of  Cholera  to  which  our  correspondent  may 
allude  in  the  same  Number  of  the  Lancet,  we  have,  out  of  con- 
sideration to  his  reputation,  abstained  from  giving  at  length. 
Two  occurred  to  waiters  at  Hotels  in  Margate,  evidently,  arising 
from  bile,  and  ingesta  ;— the  other,  in  a  young  lady.  "  aged  IS.  of 
delicate  habit,  who  had  gratified  her  appetite  on  the  previous  day 


by  eating  roast  cluck  for  dinner,  and  finishing  a  day's  pleasure  by 
supping  on  giblet  pie  ;"  the  most  remarkable  symptom  noticed  by 
the  "  medical  gentleman  in  charge,"  was  "  the  sclerotic  coat  of 
the  eyes  possessing  the  peculiarity  of  being  of  a  pale  rose  colour:' 
Emetics,  and  aperients,  quickly  restored  these  patients  ! ! 

We  scarcely  know  what  to  think  of  a  "  professional  man,  of  30 
years'  experience  in  various   parts  of  the  world,"  identifying 
such  cases  as  the  above,  with  Continental  Spasmodic  Cholera. 
There  is  not,  in  all  these  cases,  one  of  those  striking  symptoms 
recorded,  which  contra-distinguish  Continental  Cholera  from  the 
severer  forms  of  the  autumnal  disease  of  this  country.    But  on 
the  contrary,  we  have  in  the  1st,  2nd,  and  4th  cases  the  presence 
of  bile  indicated,  by  the  taste  in  the  mouth,  smell,  and  colour,  of 
the  discharges,  the  dejections  being  feculent ;  in  the  3rd  case,  no 
notice  whatever  is  taken  of  that  part  of  the  subject !    The  retchings 
or  vomiting,  with  severe,  and  sometimes  agonizing  cramps,  and 
purging  continued  during  the  collapsed  stage  in  each  case.    In  the 
3rd  case,  we  find  the  eyes  wide  open,  With  a  wild  stare,  and  in  the 
4th  case  they  are  suffused,  and  not  sunken  ;  with  a  hurried  respir- 
ation, and  some  delirium,  all  under  collapse.    Now,  let  us  compare 
these  symptoms  with  Continental  Cholera,  in  which  bile  is  contra- 
indicated:  and  cramps,  purging,  vomiting,  &c.  cease  in  the  confirmed 
collapse:  when  the  yes  are  rarefy  suffused,  the  conjunctiva  bein^, 
m  general,  remarkably  clear,  the  eyes  half  closed,  and  not  faring,  and 
always  sunk,  m  a  dreadful  degree  ;  the  dejections  like  rice-water,  or 
thmgruel,  and  not feculent:  the  mind  clear  to  the  last,  never  delirious  • 
the  respiration  peculiarly  calm,  zn&not  «  hurried:"  the  body  cover- 
ed by  &  clammy  exudation,  but  not  <<  bathed  in  perspiration  ■"  »„ 
"sweats"    We  will  not  loose  time,  by  making  fuS remTrks  on 

£l  f  fflPt.  ?  5  ■?  be  rCSretted'  that  author  could  not  or 
did  not,  fulfil  his  half-pledge  of  forwarding  the  details  of  the"  case 
with  thorough  <  congee  stools,'  spasms,  &l,  which  had  occurred  at 
Winchester  on  the  22nd  of  September,  in  the  19th  foot  in  a  man 
of  regular  habits,  and  of  the  nature  of  which  case  the  m  dica?  gen 
tleman  in  charge  had  no  doubt."  Perhaps  the  author  nf  lh'  b 
graph  «  had  no  doubt  of  the  nature"  SflftSL  Sthe^V^ 

fudgment  l  IS'°n'  "*  thereb^  saved  his  credit  arj 

N^^S  Treasurer  of  Guy's  Hospi- 
ce middle  of  July  iSS^^^^*" 

"not  present.     I  win        theXe    o  ^."^  °f        mcdical  °fficers'  f,s  *4 
f»te  reply.     I  infor.n    ,  "    "  t  S?jSf  P°St'      jTO         me  ffl  *  ™>nc- 
He  and  which  w8,  admi  ted  i„  „  ,     !'re  0<  tho  Cilsc  t0  w,li^  vou  al- 

n  v  .  1  ,a."l'.S"''        dl»edi6nt  samm, 

^-^R-RlSOiJ,  Treasurer  of  Guy's  Hospital." 


as 


nC  nrocurine  "  the  fatal  case  of  John  Wright " 
We  have  no  means  of  pi  oc  uring    up  & 

ed  in  a  medical  Pf  iod'cd>  "JTwevS  JnUha  note  of  the 
pass  them  by  m  sdence; we wft  J^'^,  wllich,  per. 

re"otted  ,n  the "° 

'"ctyTf  a  letter  from  Hull,  dated  22nd  Dee.,  1881 :- 

'  u-    »  ,  that  there  l(as  been 

th!lUS  5""  -*?  — S  "g  ^wh(ch  Cared  in  the  fa 
„  Case  of  sWo die  Cholera m» Hull     The  ^  ^  ^  to  have  at  end 

newspaper  is  wholly  void  of  truth  ,  tne  ffid  it  before  the  Mayor,  that  he  never 
2  Ltf  (Bothatn)  has  this  day  "f^^tol  the  letter.    Had  there  been  an  at- 

S^^^^l^  of  our,,,  medical  men,  and  on  it 
The  foregoing,  I  beg  to  state,  is  no 

,h™r„smettheeasehroad,r,aadno,letusvie,ita 

little  more  closely.  f  th   an(i  explain,  to  our 

Thus  have  we  endeavoured  to set  to tj  £  aredisM 

readers,  that  t^fara  ^  ^^Sd  appearances  of  each, 
cftea**  from  the  ^to^'se^nd  effects  s  from  which  we  have 
and  from  ^/^^^Sedairtiw  in  his 
^rA^  — s,  are  fallacious,  madnussmle, 

made  a  point 

issue,  by  a^  &  'Wf"w> 18  t?°  evl  I  and  though  the  foregoing 
b;  cmpLying  fhe  most  -orthy  me  -  and ^oug ^  ^  § 

examination,  and  reflec tions, «ortgg £        d  we  inteml  to  be- 
,,f  the  que  "on,  we  shall  hasten  Wmeet  «*^te  „f  „.  in  0„e, 
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[fend,  will  be,  that  all  that  he  may  have  advanced  m  these  letters., 
can  only  be  considered  as  "vox  et praeterea  nihil." 

Ours  may  be  viewed  as  a  slight  amendment  to  the  writer's  state- 
ment of  the  question,  the  affirmative  of  which  will  stand  thus : — That 
Spasmodic  Cholera  is  a  communicable  disease,  and  riot  Cholera 
Morbus,  as  declared  in  his  table  of  contents.  It  is  needless  to 
repeat,  in  this  place,  the  points  of  dissimilarity,  although  our 
author  has  stoutly  and  ingeniously  maintained  the  "  most  perfect 
similarity  throughout,"  in  these  two  diseases.  This  will  avail  his- 
cause  but  little,  as  we  have  pledged  ourselves  to  shew,  by  strong 
presumptive  evidence,  the  communicability  of  this  Pestilence.  In 
proceeding  to  redeem  our  pledge,  in  refutation  of  the  contents  of 
his  letters,  let  us  see  how  our  proofs  stand. 

,  Sunderland. 

1st.  On  the  27th  of  October,  1831,  a  man,  named  Spout,  or  Sprout, 
called  the  elder,  having  been  under  the  influence  of  Spasmodic  Cholera 
for  36  hours,  was  found  in  the  stage  of  collapse,  universally  cold,  no 
beating  of  the  artery  at  the  wrist,  axilla  or  carotids,  tongue  cold,  of  a  dark 
livid  colour;  intellect  undisturbed;  suppression  of  urine,  &c.  He  died 
during  the  course  of  that  day.  He  had  lived  at  the  corner  of  a  street  op- 
posite the  Moor,  at  Sunderland. 

2d.  On  the  28th,  his  son,  an  adult,  who  lived  very  near  him,  and  who 
had  attended  his  father  during  his  illness,  was  seized  with  the  same  dis- 
ease :  this  fact  was  confirmed  by  the  Physicians  who  saw  him  in  the  col- 
lapsed stage.  On  the  29th,  re-action  took  place,  and  he  appeared  better  j 
on  the  30th,  the  malignant  symptoms  became  more  intense;  and  he  died 
m  the  Infirmary,  on  the  31st,  in  a  comatose  state. 

3d.  The  Nurse  of  the  Infirmary,  who  assisted  in  laving  him  out,  was 
seized,  soon  after,  with  a  similar  disease;  having  fearfully  expressed  her 
apprehension  of  the  Cholera,  from  being  sensible  of  a  fetid  smell  that  arose 
from  the  corpse.  The  Physicians  who  visited  her,  had  difficulty  in  ascer- 
taining whether  she  was  alive:  she  died  the  following  morning,  November 
1st,  m  the  confirmed  stage  of  Spasmodic  Cholera. 

4th.  The  daughter  of  the  elder  Spout,  who  had  attended  her  father 
veredWe         e'       brother»  was  attacked  in  a  similar  manner,  but  reco- 

These  cases,  we  understand,  were  among  the  first,  that  were  offi- 
cially reported  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Health,  on  Tuesday, 
the  1st  of  November,  at  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Medical  de- 
partment, &c. ;  when  the  following  was  put  from  the  Chair,  with- 

ICTT'lt:r'<Is  I1  the  °pinion  of  the  Medical  Gentlemen  pre- 
sent, that  we  have  the  Continental  Cholera  among  us  ?  Those 

£«£5L3S5* wm  hold  up  their  hands-  when  h  ™ 

tionVrf6       Tdl  ac9uainted  with  ^veral  of  the  Medical  Practi- 
tegrity.PreSe    '       <**  aUeSt  theh"  h[Sh  re«pectability,  and  in- 
fo illustration,  and  confirmation,  of  the  correctness  of  this  Me- 


'  See  the  first  article  in  the  Sunderland  Herald,  Nov.  12th,  lail. 


dical  Report,  tlic  writer  of  the  letters,  which  we  are  now  analysing, 
expresses  himself  in  the  following  words,  implying  that  the  pesti- 
lence at  Sunderland,  was  the  Continental  C/iokra,  viz. — "  That  this 
Board  of  Health  was  among  tire  first  who  told  the  plain  truth." 

The  post-mortem  examination  of  the  young  man  exhibited  all 
the  striking  characteristics  of  the  disease  of  which  he  died. 

The  following  cases  occurred  in  the  family  of  Bell,  which,  not 
only  strongly  indicate  the  infectious  nature  of  Spasmodic  Cholera, 
but  its  more  rapid  influence  after  death. 

In  this  family  of  Bell,  the  propagation  of  Spasmodic  Cholera, 
from  individual  to  individual,  we  have  considered  as  well  marked, 
and  deserving  notice.  The  chain  of  infection  being,  at  the  same 
time,  more  lengthened  than  in  the  preceding  : — 

"  Mrs.  Tutty,  of  Warren  Street,  was  seized  with  this  disease,  soon  after 
she  had  attended  the  funeral  of  a  child,  who  had  died  of  the  Cholera. 
Mrs.  Bell,  who  had  lent  her  friendly  services  to  Mrs.  Tutty,  during  her 
illness,  was  also  attacked.  Mrs.  Bell's  son,  was  seized  soon  after  he  had 
been  with  his  infected  mother;  and  he  died.  A  man,  named  Elliott,  in 
Warren  Street,  was  next  seized,  after  having  had  intercourse  with  the 
preceding,  and  died  in  ten  days.  Mrs.  Bell,  in  the  mean  time,  had  become 
convalescent,  and  she  attended  the  funeral  of  her  son-in-law,  Elliott.  In 
a  short  time  from  this,  she  experienced  a  violent  relapse  of  the  Cholera, 
which  carried  her  off.  Finally,  this  morning,  I  saw  a  young,  stout,  man, 
named  Todd,  suffering  under  a  violent  attack  of  Spasmodic  Cholera,  which 
began  last  night.  He  lived  in  a  room,  situated  on  the  same  floor  in  the 
house,  in  Warren  Street,  where  Elliott  died.  This  evening,  Todd  is  also 
gone.  Here,  then,  two  of  the  cases,  were  those  of  persons,  who  con- 
tracted the  disease  consequent  on  following  the  rites  of  burial."— Dec. 
13,  1831. 

We  have  received  the  following  statement  respecting  the  family 
of  Carr;  who  lived  in  Stamp's  Lane  : — 

"  The  mother  was  seized  with  Spasmodic  Cholera,  after  having  had  in- 
tercourse with  her  infected  relations.  The  daughter  contracted  the  com- 
plaint and  died.  Another  child,  apparently  from  sleeping  with  the  mother, 
caught  this  disease,  and  died.  A  third  child,  in  the  same  family,  diedj 
and  yesterday,  the  20th  of  December,  the  father  was  seized,  and  he  died. 

Before  proceeding  to  give  further  groups  of  cases  that  bear 
upon  the  infectious,  and  contagious,  nature,  of  Spasmodic  Cholera, 
the  reader  may  be  interested  in  the  fact,  that  this  pestilence  has 
not  attacked  any  of  the  soldiers  in  the  barracks.  Of  the  400  men, 
who  reside  in  them,  and  a  considerable  number  of  women,  not  one 
has  been  seized.  The  barracks  are  situated  in  the  very  worst  part 
of  the  east  end  of  the  town— a  flat,  moist,  and  dirty,  locality,— 
and  the  pestilence  has  prevailed  in  the  streets  along  their  walls. 
Neither  the  women,  nor  the  men,  are  permitted  to  hold  free,  or  in- 
discriminate, intercourse,  with  the-pcople  of  the  town.  The  gates 
of  the  barracks  arc  kept  shut,  and  all  suspected  persons  debarred 
entrance  ;  thus,  a  quarantine  has  been  observed. 
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Another  correspondent,  in  a  letter  dated  the  2d  of  December, 
1831,  says : — 

"  I  have  much  pleasure  in  telling  you,  that  not  a  single  case  of  the  Che 
(era  has  occurred  at  the  barracks,  since  the  men  were  confined  to  them." 

The  death  of  thev  Nurse  of  the  Choleric  Hospital,  may,  in  this 
place,  be  announced.  She  was,  apparently,  a  remarkably  healthy 
woman,  and  died  a  few  hours  after  an  attack  of  Spasmodic  Cholera. 

Cases  that  occurred  at  Houghton-le- Spring,  in  the  family  of  Knox . 

"  My  Dear  Sir, — The  facts  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  from  the 
mother,  are  the  following : — A  boy,  five  years  old,  was  seized  with  the 
Cholera  in  the  morning.^with  vomiting,  and  purging,  and  died  at  nMit. 
To  these  symptoms  there  appear  to  have  been  added,  the  usual  symptoms 
of  Spasmodic  Cholera.  He  lay  a  corpse  for  two  days.  After  him,  his 
sister,  12  years  old,  was  seized  with  similar  symptoms,  and  is  now  lying 
comatose,  but  warm,  and  with  a  sensible  pulse,  in  bed,  After  her,  another 
boy  was  attacked,  9  years  old,  and  is  recovered.  After  him,  a  third  bov 
7  years  old,  who  had  milder  symptoms,  little  vomiting  ;  is  still  purged  arid 
has  complained  of  slight  cramp.  The  woman  says,  that  she,  herself,  was 
first  ill  with  the  same  complaint,  and  suffered  from  cramp.  Thev  have  all 
been  deadly  cold."— Dec.  25,  183  L 

"  Gateshead  Fell,  Dec.  29. 
"  At  this  place,  situated  two  miles  bevond  Gateshead,  a  considerable 
number  of  persons  have  been  attacked  with  Cholera.    Of  ten  cases  that 
occurred  previous  to  yesterday  at  noon,  five  have  died.    All  of  these  ap- 
pearedin  the  same  neighbourhood,  and  they  presented  one  of  the  most 
miserable  features  connected  with  the  Pestilence ;  the  subjects  of  the  at- 
tack were  seen  lying  in  pairs  in  the  same  rooms,  either  dead  or  labouring 
under  severe  symptoms.    The  history  of  the  inroad  in  this  quarter  as  I 
have  received  it,  is  rather  curious,  and  it  shall  therefore  be  noticed 
ah„  77me"me/S°  *  woman  died  of  Cholera,  at  a  place  called  Washington 
about  7  miles  from  Sunderland.    Two  men  who  attended  the  funeral of 
this  woman  were  soon  afterwards  seized-one  died,  and  the  other  re- 
covered    The  mother  of  the  individual  resided  in  Gateshead  Fell  then 
an  uninfected  p  ace,  who  insisted  upon  having  her  son's  body  broueS 
home  to  the  Fell,  in  order  that  it  might  be  in  her  house  for  the  usual  pe 
cPf  PrPai'Ty  V\e  interme»t-    The  body,  and  the  clothes  of  he  de- 
ceased were  brought  home.     From  this  house,  as  from  a  focus  the  Oho 
lerfcls  said  to  have  spread  to  the  families  in  the  immediate  vicinity  " 

Washington  Cases. 
f'l!PEA  u  SlR'-rYour  note  reached  me  this  moraine.    Two  deaths  frnm 

assisted  ifcar  v  n.thllffin  o,  Cf 0ri,se, the J}}^t  after  her  death,  and 
bear  upon  the  face8  of  It  * 1       °  The  latter  casc  «PPears  to 

Py  to  affbr  vn  ,  L     '     ?      g  P!'^111"?*!0"  of  contagion.    I  am  hap- 
-  Dec  I""  Ulf0rmatl°"'  «•  aU  I  am  possessed  of.  P 

bo^&otnf Uated  Wee"  ^derlaJ^K^ 
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The  SVst  case  of  .Spasmodic  Cholera  which  occurred  at  Durham, 
fa  directly  connected  with  the  infected  town  of  Newcastle:— 

At  G  o'clock,  on  Sunday  evening  the  18th  of  December,  our  informant 
says— I  was  called  io  visit  John  Dalton,  who  wad  ill  at  Richardson's 
lodgings,  in  Claypath.  My  patient  had  complained  of  pain  at  the  pit  of  the 
stomach,  and  about  the  navel,  and  with  cramps  in  the  legs— was  perfectly 
sensible  ;  he  hail  vomited  frequently,  and  was  much  purged,  the  ejections 
were  pale  coloured,  and  without  any  feculent  odour;— had  voided  urine 
during  the  day,  yet  felt  a  pressing  desire  to  pass  it  with  every  drjection 
from  the  bowels,  tongue  was  ash  coloured,  moist  and  cold ;  thirst  exces- 
sive, respiration  difficult,  much  oppression  at  the  prascordia,  pulse  quick 
and  weak,  sometimes  imperceptible  at  the  wrist— extremities  cold— he  fell 
into  the  collapsed  state  before  eleven  at  night ;  the  state  of  re-action  took 
place  at  12  o'clock— and  he  died  at  7  o'clock  the  following  evening— he 
never  passed  water  from  11  o'clock  on  the  18th,  at  night,  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  on  the  19th.  *  .  i 

The  post-mortem  examination  was  made  3  hours  alter  his  death— the 
stomach  assumed  the  characteristic  marks  of  the  disease,  as  did  most  of 
the  other  morbid  appearances— gall  bladder  distended  with  bile— the 
common  duct  pervious,  yet  no  bile  in  the  duodenum,  stomach,  or  mtes- 
ti-ies— the  arch  of  the  colon  was  collapsed,  and  its  crura?  contracted— the 
urinary  bladder  contracted,  containing  a  \ery  small  quantity  of  serous 
fluid  faintly  smelling  of  urine— the  inner  membrane  of  the  bladder  was 
inflamed,  and  displayed  that  peculiar  lurid  hue,  which  was  so  evident  in 
the  stomach. 

For  these  facts  we  «ave  indebted  to  a  medical  practitioner,  who 
attended  the  patient  from  eleven  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  18th 
to  his  death,  and  who  witnessed  the  post-mortem  examination. 

The  arrival  of  John  Dalton  at  Durham,  on  the  16th,  aud  his 
coming  from  a  house  where  a  woman  died  of  Spasmodic  Cholera 
in  Sandgate,  Newcastle,  of  the  name  of  Clarke,  is  attested  by  a 
deposition  signed  by  M/C  Emmerson,  Supenutendant  ol  the 
Mendicity  Office,  Durham.  * 

That  Mrs  Clarke  died  in  Sandgate  on  the  morning  of  the  Iotfl 
of  December  from  Spasmodic  Cholera,  and  that  the  afc.resa.d  John 
Dalton  slept  at  Mrs  Clarke's  lodging-house  a  few  mghts,  and  left 
the  house  on  the  16th  of  December,  we  have  in  our  possession  t.-.e 
most  satisfactory  evidence.  , 

That  this  woman  was  seized  with  this  disease  at  noon  on  UN 
15th,  and  died  the  next  morning  at  eight .o'clock,  we  have  the 
evidence  of  the  Surgeon  who  attended  her,  and  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Health  of  Newcastle,  stating  distinctly  that  she 
died  of  "  Malignant  Cholera." 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  have  been  favoured  with  the  state- 
ment of  another  Surgeon,  who  corroborates  the  above  statement* 
and  adds,  «  that  the  man  Dalton,  who  left  the  lodgings  on  the  loth 
for  Durham,  was  very  active  in  assisting  the  poor  woman  Clarke, 
and  that  he  appeared  in  perfect  health  when  he  left 
Several  cases  of  Spasmodic  Cholera  exist  m  the  same  neighbour 
hood." 
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We  are  happy  to  add,  that  from  the  prompt  vigilance,  and  pre- 
ventive measures,  which  were  adopted  by  the  Durham  Board  of 
Health,  and  the  Mendicity  Society,  no  second  case  has  yet  ap- 
peared in  that  city.  This  patient  Dalton  declared,  in  our  infor- 
mant's presence,  that  he  had  assisted  Mrs.  Clarke  during  her 
illness,  and  had  touched  her  cheek,  and  limbs. 

The  manner  by  which  Spasmodic  Cholera  was  introduced  into 
North  Shields,  we  have  received  from  a  Surgeon  of  high  reputa- 
tion in  that  town  : — 

"  The  first  person  affected  here  was  a  travelling  beggar  from  Sunder- 
land :  the  man  first  took  it,  and  recovered ;  then  his  wife  was  seized,  and 
died— she  having,  upon  opening  the  bundle  of  rags,  which  he  had  brought 
from  Sunderland,  complained  of  a  disagreeable  smell  arising  from  them. 
By  an  order  from  the  Board  of  Health,  the  clothes,  &c,  of  the  deceased 
were  burnt;  but  the  man  contrived  to  conceal  a  parcel  of  rags,  and  when 
his  nurse  went  out,  he  opened  these  rags,  and  sent  one  of  his  children  to 
se  them ;  on  the  return  of  the  poor  woman,  she  complained  of  a  dread- 
fully offensive  smell,  which  had  proceeded  from  the  rags,  she  turned  sud- 
denly sick,  which  was  followed  with  all  the  symptoms  of  this  disease,  and 
died  in  three  or  four  hours." 

The  particulars  of  this  case,  with  the  other  North  Shields  cases 
w-dl  be  found  in  the  Medical  Gazette  for  this  month. 

These  facts  are  corroborated  by  several  letters  now  before  us. 

Ryton  Cases. 

Dec.  2(5,  1831.  At  Crawcrook,  Jane  Johnson,  aged  55,  was  attacked 
with  Spasmodic  Cholera  at  8  a.m.  Was  seen  at  6? she  was  found  then 
suffering  from  severe  spasms  in  the  legs,  the  countenance  shrunk,  pulse 
£rPmt  f  at  the  wruts-cold  clammy  exudations,  and  com- 
plained  generally  of  cold,  and  spasms-had  been  sick  and  purged,  &c.  &c 
She  died  at  half-past  10  a.m.  1    h  ' 

tonDenC',^'l  £-AanlP£'  !n  the  SJta11  Gate  Lane>  in  the  township  of  Ry- 
ton, named  Bridget  Moore,  aged  15,  was  attacked  at  4  a.  m    and  was 

ar^at       M"iWhCn  ?he  W3S  f0Und  ^plaining  of  spasm     n  her  le  's 
S  >°Z els!  Vi°nntlnS  and  Purging-countenance  shrunk,  a  blue  £fi 
appearance  about  her  eyes-coldness,  clammy  exudations— nulse  «S 

!s:»*?ir":sdT thtown  up  by  -wrs^M 
^ttSpssSL'"  wcr  stil1  — ^ 

Dec  28  at  7  I «   P  ♦  •  !  lit6'  b°wds  StiH  re,nain 
^^^^^±^TrVSed  ^fetherof  the  last  patient, 
similar  to  the-       .    n     '  C  h,  "  this  case  were  very 

-cunntePance  vL'v  iii  uv  t  ™S  seen  :~h,s  Pulse  was  imperceptible 
epanceverj  much  shrunk,-extreme  coldness,  and  clammv  exuda 
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tions,  with  vomiting  and  purging,— the  spasms  of  the  legs  and  bowels  were 
very  severe,— intellect  clear.  8  p.m.,  the  spasms  much  relieved,— vomiting 
and  purging  continue,— the  fluid  dejected  was  tinged  with  blood  ;  in  this 
case  the  tongue  and  breath  were  exceedingly  cold,  and  blueness  of  the 
extremities  and  face  well  marked ;  at  8  a.m.,  on  the  29th,  he  had  no  sleep 
during  the  night,  and  the  spasms  are  returning  in  the  legs, — the  voice  is 
more  feeble ;  at  1  p.m.,  he  was  gradually  getting  worse. — the  spasms  very 
severe,  countenance  shrunk  and  shrivelled, — voice  scarcely  audible,— the 
patient  died  at  half-past  8  p.m. 

Jane  Johnson  admitted,  that  on  the  Saturday  preceding  her 
attack,  she  had  been  at  Newcastle,  and  had  passed  through  the 
Close,  where  the  Cholera  prevails  ;  it  is  strongly  suspected,  how- 
ever,  that  she  was  in  Sandgate  purchasing  clothes ;  some  persons 
who  were  of  her  party  acknowledge  this  to  be  the  case. 

Bridget  iMoore  admitted,  in  my  presence,  that  she  was  in  Sand- 
gate,  Newcastle,  on  Saturday,  24th  of  December,  throughout  the 
■whole  day — selling  brooms — she  saw  a  female  patient  in  the  act  of 
being  removed  to  the  Cholera  Hospital,  and,  from  motives  of  curi- 
osit3r,  stood  by  to  see  the  patient.  She  was  in  the  house  where 
the  patient  was,  and  was  sufficiently  near  to  be  sensibly  affected  by 
the  smell  proceeding  from  her. 

It  is  but  justice  to  the  Surgeon,  who  attended  the  above  patients, 
to  say,  that  the  recovery  of  the  poor  girl  is  to  be  attributed  to  his 
unremitting  attention,  and  judicious  treatment. 

It  is  affirmed,  by  several  correspondents,  whose  letters  are  now 
lying  upon  our  table,  "  that  the  Cholera  prevails  in  families  at 
Gateshead,  and  at  Newcastle,  as  well  as  it  has  done  in  Sunderland, 
and  in  other  places,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood." 

"December  27,  1831. 

"  This  annihilating  Pestilence  has  rendered  the  memory  of  one  family 
very  remarkable.  James  Kidd,  a  gardener,  who  had  just  recovered  from 
a  rheumatic  fever,  was  attacked  yesterday  with  violent  symptoms  of  Cho- 
lera, and  died  about  six  o'clock,  p.m.  Before  Kidd  had  expired,  one 
of  his  children,  aged  five  years,  was  seized,  and  died  also  in  the  evening, 
Kidd's  wife  was  then  attacked,  and  her  mother,  and  both  expired  to-day : 
so  that  four  of  this  family  are  interred,  or  about  to  be  interred,  within  24 
hours.  Moreover,  while  I  was  in  the  Hospital,  at  Oakwellgate,  to-day, 
another  child  of  Kidd's,  a  girl,  aged  13  or  14,  was  carried  in,  suffering 
from  severe  symptoms." 

"  Newcastle,  Dec.  27,  1  S3 1 . 
"  The  progress  of  the  Cholera  is  awful;  it  appears  to  be  spreading  in 
every  direction.  The  disease  has  appeared  in  various  parts  of  the  high 
town;  but,  with  the  exception  of  one  female,  has,  I  believe,  been  confined 
to  the  poorer  class  of  society.  It  is  also  appearing  in  the  neighbouring 
villages." 

"  The  most  terrific  attack,  that  I  believe  has  occurred  in  Europe,  is  at 
Gateshead.  Not  a  single  case  occurred  there,  or  any  where  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Tyne,  till  the  24th,  when  there  were  two  suspicious  cases  at 
Gateshead.  From  one  o'clock  on  Sunday  (Christmas  Day)  to  ten  o'clock 
this  day  (45  hours)  119  persons  have  been  seized,  and  52  have  died. 
This  is  a  greater  number  than  the  medical  reports  contain,  which  you  will 
pec  in  the  papers,"  &c,  &c, 
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"  Gateshead,  9lh  January,  1 832. 
"  Many  of  the  cases  I  saw  in  this  place  occurred  in  individuals,  who 
had  been  engaged  about  the  sick  the  day  preceding  their  attack.  One 
woman  who  died,  after  a  few  hours'  illness,  informed  me  she  had,  for  se- 
veral hours  the  day  preceding,  been  rubbing  the  limbs  of  a  relative  living 
in  a  different  street.  The  disease,  in  some  instances,  has  attacked  almost 
every  member  of  a  family,  and  destroyed,  in  one,  three,  in  another,  five, 
and  in  a  third,  six  individuals,*  "  Dear  Sir,  yours  truly." 

With  these  cases  our  cause  closes ; — and  when  the  question, 
plain  of  itself,  becomes  thus  illustrated  by  facts,  and  its  uniform 
character  and  meaning,  have  been  established  by  historical  evi- 
dence, we  do  not  require  the  authority  of  opinions,  however  re- 
spectable, to  inform  our  judgment,  or  to  confirm  our  belief. 

Let  us  ■look  at  the  subject  of  infection  in  a  fair  point  of  view: 
for  example,  "  ivhen  a  person  comes  from  an  infected  place,  or  house, 
in  which  another  has  died  of  a  given  pestilence, — -from  an  infected  at  - 
mosphere ;  and  he  is  placed  in  a  situation  where  every  thing  with  the 
exception  of  his  presence,  is  conducive-  to  health,  and  where  no  infec- 
tious malady  exists,  and  then,  if,  from  communicating  with  him,  others 
fall  into  a  disease,  which,  in  every  leading  feature,  resembles  his,  the 
morbid  condition,  thus  engendered,  would  be  considered  an  absolute 
infection;" — here  we  have  the  strongest  proofs,  that  can  be  ob- 
tained, of  any  disease  being  reproduced, — of  its  being  transferred 
from  the  infected  to  the  un-infected  :  hence,  we  are  justified  in 
concluding,  that  the  same  series  of  morbid  actions  will  alwaj's 
happen  again,  if  these  circumstances,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able 
to  collect  them,  co-exist.  These  facts,  being  verified  in  the  course 
of  Spasmodic  Cholera,  may  be  received  as  the  basis  of  our  rea- 
soning ;  thus  constituting  the  surest  grounds  upon  which  we  can 
proceed,  as  well  as  the  safest  test,  by  which  the  communicability 
of  this  disease  can  be  tried:  all  impressing  upon  us  the  belief,  that 
man  is  the  receiver,  conveyer,  and  transmitter  of  this  Pestilence. 

The  preceding  reflections  will  apply,  with  equal  force  and  cor- 
rectness, to  the  presence,  and  influence,  of  inanimate  substances; 
and  admit,  we  presume,  of  the  same  line  of  reasoning,  and  of  a 
similar  definitive  conclusion. 

In  the  moment  of  most  critical  suspense  ;  when  the  situation  of 
this  kingdom  is  so  alarming,  as  to  rouse  the  attention  of  every  one, 
who  pretends  to  a  concern  for  private  safety,  or  for  public  welfare  ;' 
when  the  evil,  that  has  been  long  lowering  in  the  East,  has,  at  last, 
come  home  to  ourselves  ;  when  appearances  not  only  justify  suspi- 
cion, rendering  themselves  just  ground  for  enquiry,  but,  when  the 
results  of  such  investigation,  justify  the  conviction,  that  a  new,  and 
foreign,  Pestilence,  of  a  deadly,  and  infectious,  nature,  has  visited  our 
land  ;  we  had  consoled  ourselves  with  the  hope,  that  if  any  writer 


i  *  Sec  Instances  °f  Contagion  in  Mr.  Kennedy's  History  of  Contagious  Cho- 
lera, p,  234.  ° 
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has  displayed  so  much  ™d      arent Eincerity,  in 

or  any  extraordinary  depth  °f  objvatio ^^"  'e  of  these  let- 
how  4e  subject  has  been  ^^S^^d  the  gene- 
ters,-the  hne  of  reasorung  that  has  bjna    |  ge_ 

tion-  .        y  c  rWlirntion  in  his  own  words, — for 

as  Le  degree  of  uncertain y  «^ft^e^tare,  Me  insus- 
conclusions  on  subjects,  which,  horn  we  t  i  y 

awn  punishment.  iaH.Al.B  flS  a  "  Master  in  Cholera," 

Looking  to  the  writer  of  these  letters  as  a  expected 

amongst  tL  necessary  q^^*  \^ 
to  have  found  him  announcing,  a    J  S  ^ . 

alteram  partem,"  that  gr  eat  de; idea*  u which  justice, 
possessing  that  patient  exammat  on o   win ,  ^  ba 

Ld  equity,  at  all  times ^  demand  and  ei^g  up  dj 
lancing  of  eviden ee,--tlie  teartui  a  y  ^  cage  ^ 

lastly,  impartially  stating  ^^°^gt  We  ask,  have  our 
delivered  over  to  the  jury,  for  then ™™  quaiities,  so 

expectations  been  realized  ?  have  je  For 
essential  to  the  character  of  a  J™£  'aV  and  leading, 

those  particular,  or  B«^^&Sfce^  decided,  can  we 
principles,  of  this  ques  .on,  a  e  to  be  Udgeo,  a 

Satisfactorily  refer  ^.^S^X  Sua  unfairness  of  the 
Without  commenting  further  ^g^ri*  of  his  letters,  and 
writer's  proceedings  throughout  the  gj"1^  as  an  argument, 
of  his  mode  of  putting  instance-  of   g  .     but  bv  pre. 

against  a  contrary  °P^Dro^  ; 
sutnptive,  proof, yearly  W™^^  thus  put,  in  the  war  <f 
at  least,  say,  that  when  »«?gs  ar  i        of  ^ 

-g-ent,  ^^  ^Sfa?d^t  fairness  in  the, 
strict  accuracj  in  tntir 


selection. 
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We  have  dwelt  longer  upon  this  part  of  our  subject,  because,  iff 
our  opinion,  it  comprehends  a  very  important,  and  extensive,  por- 
tion of  the  letters  under  consideration. 

However,  he  has  compelled  us,  (by  his  departing  from  those 
forms,  and  rules,  which  writersof  his  profession,  are  "always  expected 
to  observe,)  to  believe  that  he  has  been  misled  by  the  prejudiced, 
or  interested,  views  of  ethers ;  and,  though  we  do  not  charge  him 
with  deliberate  treachery  to  the  public,  or  to  his  professional  bre- 
thren, yet  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  dereliction  of  his  public  duty, 
in  listening  to  the  suggestions  of  others,  and  in  employing,  know- 
ingly, their  opinions,  and  statements,-— vague,  and  unauthenticated, 
— in  lieu  of  that  "  ample  evidence,"  which  he  had  formally,  and 
distinctly,  declared  at  his  onset. 

Although  we  do  not  deny,  that  the  writer  was,  certainly,  at 
liberty  to  advance  what  evidence  he  chose,  and  to  conduct  his 
own  cause  in  his  own  way ; — even,  to  fancy  cases,  and  make  what 
comparisons,  and  deductions,  he  thought  proper  ;  yet,  his  suppo- 
sitions, and  assertions,  still  continue  as  distinct  from  fact,  as  his 
fugitive  commentaries  are  from  solid  argument,  and  legitimate  in- 
duction. 

He  musthave-been  aware,  that  the  nature  of  Spasmodic  Chole- 
ra, which  is  a  point  of  fact,  is  to  be  determined  by  evidence  only ; 
and  that  he,  who  attempts  to  move  land-marks,  no  matter  what 
the  object  be,  established  by  former,  and  authoritative  decision,  is 
bound  to  explain  his  motives,  and  refer  to  clear,  and  distinct,  evi- 
dence. 

Before  taking  a  final  leave  of  the  author's  letters  on  "  Cholera 
Morbus,"  we  feel  bound  to  take  a  cursory  view  of  those  portions 
of  the  letters,  which  are  purely  professional ;  leaving  him  to  those 
highly  dignified  characters,  with  whom  he  has  kept  up  an  uninter- 
rupted running  fight  (p.  8,  ad-finem)  upon  matters  relating  to  the 
official  documents  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  to  quarantine,  and 
cordon,  regulations,  which  appear  to  haunt  him,  like  phantoms, 
in  all  his  reveries,  and  lucubrations. 

We  have  stated  that  he  has  assumed  the  identity,  and  produced 
nothing  more,  than  ambiguous  comparison,  between  two  diseases, 
bearing  a  resemblance,  only,  in  their  generic  name,  and  in  a  few 
points -of  external  character,  and  none,  whatever,  in  their  origin  or 
nature  :— m  point  of  fact,  they  will  be  found,  as  we  have  represent- 
ed them,  totally  dissimilar  in  every  pathognomonic,  and  distinctive 

CSS  unSt6a(?  °f  removi"g  that  obscurity,  that  has  hitherto 
veiled  the  subject,  he  has  done  more  to  mask,  and  to  entangle,  it 
by  sophistry  than  any  writer,  who  has  had  the  unblushing  effron- 
tery to  tread  in  the  same  steps,  or  who  has  yet  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  thc  publ       He  introduces  himge]f  tQ        not.ce  under 

^L^oTi  P  T  Up°n  the  incredul°us  reader  assertions,  and 

SonS    ?T    5  inStGad  °f    ample  evidence'"  ™d  draws  con- 
clusions-from  false  premises,  and  principles. 

ine  question  of  the  communicability  of  Spasmodic  Cholera,  to 


those  who  mean  fairly,  lies  within  a  very  narrow  compass,  however 
difficult  it  may  sometimes  prove  in  its  solution.  Facts,  and  groups 
of  cases,  are  the  great  desiderata ;  and  what  unprejudiced  mind, 
after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  few  cases,  that  we  have  select- 
ed for  their  inspection,  (which,  however,  comprehend  all  that 
concern  infection,  contagion,  and  transmission  by  means  of  inani- 
mate substances,)  can  refuse  to  assent  to  the  conclusion,  that  this 
disease  may  be  communicated  through  the  medium  of  the  atmos- 
phere, and  by  means  of  actual  contact, — from  the  infected  to  the 
uninfected, — and  by  means  of  infected  substances  ? 

It  is  a  little  extraordinary,  we  confess,  that  the  writer,  who, 
from  his  knowledge  of  certain  events  entirely  of  a  private,  and 
professional  nature,  confined  to  the  precincts  of  Sunderland,  should 
not  have  entered  the  first  plague  spot  of  England,  at  which  place 
he  would  not  only  have  found  ample  scope  for  observation,  but 
would  have  experienced  every  facility  in  prosecuting  his  enquiries, 
not  from  his  learned  brethren  at  Sunderland  alone,  but  from 
the  official  medical  men  themselves,  whose  urbanity,  and  liberality, 
have  been  felt,  and  acknowledged  by  every  one,  who  has  resorted 
to  that  place,  from  professional  curiosity.  We  are  able,  from  ex- 
perience, to  speak  in  these  warm  terms  of  their  conduct,  and  in 
saying  this,  wt:  are  doing  them  but  mere  justice. 

We  repeat,  that  our  surprise  is  great,  that  he  should  have  nei- 
ther sojourned  there,  nor  at  Newcastle,  as  he  has  shewn  so  much 
activity,  and  perseverance,  in  selecting  insulated  cases  of  Cholera, 
throughout  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  &c. 

We  have  sometimes  found  it  difficult  to  persuade  ourselves  to  a 
contrary  belief ;  yet,  as  he  has  preserved  silence  upon  this  point, 
he  must  be  considered  as  absent  from  the  great  theatres  of  Pesti- 
lence. Had  he  visited  our  northern  coast,  he  would  have  been  over- 
whelmed with  groups  of  cases,  so  linked,  that  the  incredulity  of  the 
most  wilful,  and  confirmed  anti-contagionist,  must  have  yielded  : — 
he  would  have  been  able  to  have  traced,  from  each  focus  of  Pesti- 
lence, its  gradual,  and  orderly  spread,  in  every  direction  of  human 
intercourse,  and  communication.  An  insulated  case  could  have 
been  with  difficulty  selected,  even  by  the  oblique  eye  of  a  non- 
contagionist.  Ample  evidence  might  thus  have  been  obtained, 
confirming  the  belief  of  the  communicability  of  Spasmodic  Cho- 
lera. So  rapid  has  it  lately  shewn  itself  in  its  propagation,  and 
fatality,  and,  at  the  very  time  when  these  sheets  are  preparing  for 
the  press,  so  concentrated,  and  subtle,  is  the  virulence  of  this 
Pestilence,  that  it  requires  more  than  common  vigilance  to  detect, 
which,  of  the  three  means  of  communication,  proves  most  active  in 
the  work  of  destruction. 
From  a  Correspondent  dated  Dec.  27,  1831  : — 
"  Although  the  town  of  Gateshead  is  separated  from  Newcastle  merely 
by  the  river,  across  which  there  is  abridge,  and  constant  communication, 
the  Cholera  did  not  appear  in  Gateshead  before  Saturday  last,  uWess  we 
admit  the  case  that  occurred  there  about  a  fortnight  since  to  be  unequi- 
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Vocal.  On  Saturday,  Elizabeth  Thompson,  who  Jived  in  Pipewell-gate, 
was  seized  with  Cholera,  while  engaged  in  her  usual  avocation  of  selling 
fruit  upon  the  bridge.  This  was  the  forerunner  of  a  severe  visitation, 
strongly  resembling,  in  its  rapidity,  and  power,  the  destructive  inroads  of 
the  pestilence  in  India.  Not  more  than  one  death  had  been  recorded  at 
Gateshead  previous  to  G  o'clock  on  Sundav  evening ;  but  on  Monday 
morning,  at  10  o'clock,  39  cases  of  attack  were  announced,  and  9  deaths. 
To-day,  59  cases  are  reported  from  different  parts  of  the  town,  and  32 
deaths,  making,  it  may  be  said,  in  the  short  space  of  two  davs,  the  alarm- 
ing total  of  99  cases,  42  deaths,  and  8  recoveries,  out  of  a  population  of 
about  12,000  !  1  1 

The  following  facts  have  this  day  been  furnished  us  by  a  Medical  prac- 
titioner of  high  respectability  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Houghton-le- 
Spring  ;  where  an  entire  family  having  died  of  Cholera,  the  furniture 
clothing ,&c.  were  sold  off.  A  healthy  woman  purchased,  took  home, 
and  washed  the  blankets,  a  few  hours  after  she  was  taken  ill,  and  died  of 
confirmed  Spasmodic  Cholera :  her  house  had  previously  been  entirely 
tree  from  sickness,  and  was  situated  in  a  hitherto  healthy  neighbourhood. 

The  writer  has  deprived  himself  of  the  real  means  of  obtaining 
"  ample  evidence  of  this  disease,  by  not  studying  its  character", 
and  habits,  in  these  "spots  of  Pestilence,"  and  our  readers  will 
join  us  m  expressing  our  astonishment  at  Ms  apparently  studied 
neglect  of  this  best  source  of  information,  to  which  medical  men 
from  other  countries,  as  well  as  most  parts  of  England,  have  been', 
and  still  are,  repairing  in  groups,  for  instruction. 

h»  fonnd6  TT^iif  h!s  fifth  letter>  an  exhortatory  address  will 
be  found,  which  dl  harmonizes  either  with  his  declaration  in  the 
title  page,  or  his  general  treatment  of  the  point  under  discussion  • 
and  indeed  it  is  difficult  to  believe,  that  any  writ^SSZ^o' 
palpably  neglected  the  advice  laid  down  in  the  following  passage 
could  have  ventured  to  apply  it  either  to  himself  or  othirsP      *  ' 
ft  was  well,  and  wisely  said,  that  to  know  any  thing  thorough- 
ly, it  must  be  known  in  all  its  details  :  and  to  gain  the^defce 
Pf  the  Public  ,n  the-belief  of  non-contagion  in  Cholera!  it  L  in  vain 
hat  they  are  informed  that  certain  alleged  facts,  brough  forward 
ndustnously  by  contagionists,  are  quite*  groundless,  unless  proofs 
are  g.yen,  shewing  this  to  be  the  case.    The  public  must  in  short 
have  those  alleged  instances  of  contagion,  * which W WWd 
currency,  circumstantially  disproved,  or  thev  will  still  li  t 

'ook  for  the  -  confidence  of  te  pubHc  ^  » 


non-conta- 


g  on  in  Chnl«m  -  u  ..   fUUUL  in  r»e  belief  o 

when  ,o    f  ;\nS,S       "  a"0mr"  '»  di»P™>  contagion, 

E  J 
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hnvc  adVanceJ,  arc  neither  few,  nor  inconclusive.    The  reader 
may  probably  permit  us  to  select  the  following  :— 

"In  November,  18-22,  when  the  Cholera  prevailed  at  Aleppo,  M.  de 
f  easeps  the  French  Consul,  invited  all  the  resident  Franks,  to  accorn- 
paS  him  to  his  country-house,  which  was  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
town  They  took  refuse  in  a  garden,  which  was  surrounded  by  a  high 
vail  and  ditch.  Two  doors  only  were  kept  open,  the  one,  securing  the 
niesT  the  other,  for  going  out.  The  number  ot  individual  thus  con- 
SES  Co  »»ted  of  about  two  hundred  Franks,  and  some  uaUVes. No* 
^Standing  the  varieties  of  constitution,  habits,  and  manners,  of  this  ht> 
afcolony  "not  one  was  attacked  by  a  malady  which  was  raging  all  around 

th«M"  Guvs,  the  French  Consul  at  Lattaquia,  shut  himself  up  with  all 
the  Europeans,  when  the  Cholera  was  decimating  the  mhabitants  of  the 

^^^cSSTSl- 'ravaging  the  Mauritius,  M.  de  Choz^t 

^^^^^^^^ 

to  preserved  it."— ;n  the  barracks  at  Sunderland,  which 

We  aeree  with  the  writer,  in  feeling  convinced,  that  «  *t >  ?*• 
lie-in  short,  have  those  ^^-TTq 
have  gained  currency,  circumstantially  «»  «  «  removing  of 
obJi!cf  of  establishing  ^rfon  s^tem." 

those  S^jSSSm  how  the  writer 

the  task  of  proving  that  the  •  doctime  of  con  ttg 

to  the  "disorganisation  of  the  j^^f^tiv* 

first  time  we  have  ever  heard  i  gravely  ueCiareu  ^ 

£  KS  SS^»-ociety  ,  ending  «J 
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his  avowed  object  is  the  destruction  of  the  contagionist,  we  are 
shrewdly  of  opinion,  that,  if  "  his  letters  have  solely  upon  (  his 
ground  any  claim  to  attention,"  he  will  have  very  little  reason  for 
consolation,  or  triumph. 

How  Hoes  the  writer  reconcile  the  following  conflicting  state- 
ments, in  describing  a  disease,  which  he  states  is  identified  by 
a  "perfect  similarity  of  the  symptoms  (p.  5)  of  Indian  Cholera. 
— by  a  prodigious  discharge  from  the  bowels  of  an  opaque  serous 
fluid  ( untinged  ivith  bile  in  the  slightest  degree"  J  :  yet,  in  criticising 
Sir  Gilbert  Blane's  definition  of  Indian  Cholera,  he  says,  "  that  Sir 
Gilbert  marks  out  for  the  public,  what  he  considers  as  forming- 
one  of  the  principal  differences  between  the  English  and  Indian 
Cholera,  viz.,  that  in  the  latter  the  discharges  consist  of  liquid 
dejections,  resembling  thin  gruel ;  in  the  English  disease,  they  are 
feculent  and  bilious:'  Has  not  the  writer  drawn  the  same  distinc- 
tion ?  He  then  continues  (p.  39),  «  Now  if  he  (Sir  Gilbert)  has 
read  the  Indian  reports,  he  must  have  found  abundance  of  evi- 
dence, showing  that  sometimes  there  were  even  bilious  dejections, 
not  at  all  like  what  he  describes ;  and  again,  if  he  is  in  the  habit 
of  reading  .the  journals,  he  must  have  found  abundant  evidence  of 
malignant  Cholera,  with  discharges  like  water  gruel,  in  this  coun- 
try." 

Leaving  Sir  Gilbert  Blane  to  answer  for  himself,  we,  who  lum 
also  read  the  Indian  reports,  acknowledge  that  there  is  abundance 
of  evidence,  showing  that  sometimes  there  were  even  bilious  de- 
jections, in  the  common  Cholera  of  India,  but  never  in  the  Spas- 
modic Indian  Cholera ;  and  though  we  are  not  "in  the  habit  of 
reading  the  journals,"  yet  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  do  so, 
that  we  might  examine  the  cases,  to  which  the  writer  has  referred 
us,  as  instances  of  Spasmodic  Cholera ;  and  so  far  from  having 
found  «  abundant  evidence  of  malignant  Cholera,  with  discharges 
like  water  gruel,  in  this  country,"  we  unhesitatingly  affirm,  that 
all  those  cases,  which,  in  compliance  with  his  request,  we  have 
examined,  are  any  thing  but  instances  of  malignant  Cholera:  for 
tney  had  all  bilious  vomitings  at  the  commencement,  and  not  one 

mala"'  ^  grueL"— "  Hae  nuSffi  seria  d^unt  in 

-  The  close  of  the  fifth  letter,  from  which  these  consistent,  and 
hicid  passages  have  been  extracted,  furnishes  us  with  another  in- 
stance ot  the  creative  fancy  of  the  writer. 

fm-l\ShaIladd  £°,-T"e  °n  the  Present  occasion,  than  that  my  in  . 

■mat.on  from  Edinburgh  notifies  the  death,  from  Scotch  Cholera. 
oi  two  respectable  females  of  that  city,  after  an  illness  of  only  rj 


i.7tttnrit,',;t- thC  \tal  ^  of  this  ''»<'  M*  considerably  augment 

turn  M  rt  thV"""«°^  conduct  or  th«  Jiriiisl,  Government,  i.i  r«/mwi>» 
•rom  all  ngorous  measures  for  preventing  communication  by  L3.» 
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few  houte.     \\  e  arc  anxious  to  learn,  what  indications  of  infec- 
tion were  present  in  these  cases  ;_whether  these  females  f II 
together,  as  they  are  represented  to  die  together,  or  whether  he v 
were  seized  successively ;    whether  they  were  ^vater  g  ue, or 
bilious  cases  ;"— one,  or  the  other,  or  both  !  • 
Although,  we  hear  the  writer  tauntingly  enquiring  fin  n  43 
let.  6),  «  why  has  not  allusion  been  made%  thole  3.$  ?W 
Spasmodic  C  holera,  which  have  occurred  in  various  parts  of 
England,  within  the  last  five  months,"  &c.    «  If  those  cases  be 
enquired  into  thoroughly,  and  impartially,  and  that  several  of 
hem  be  not  found  to  be  perfectly  identic  with  the  epidemic 
Cholera  of  India,  of  Russia,  &c,  I  hereby  promise  the  public  to 
disclose  my  name,  and  to  suffer  all  the  ignominy  of  a  person  mak- 
ing false  statements  ?"    After  this  apparently  honest  declaration 
we  had  expected  our  author,  if  he  had  thought  right  to  obliee 
us  with  any  evidence  of  these  assertions,  would  have  furnished 
something  more  satisfactory,  than  the  following  passage  is  calcu- 
lated to  convey,  especially  when  we  consider  upon  what  terms 
they  were  advanced :— <<  Indeed  I  may  confidently  assure  the  pub- 
lic, that  in  at  least  one  case  which  occurred  about  two  months  a^o 
the  opinion  of  a  gentleman  in  India,  and  who  had  investigated  the 
history  of  the  symptoms,  the  identity  with  those  of  Asiatic  Cho- 
lera was^  not  denied ;"— the  uncertainty  which  is  indirectly  cast 
upon  the  remaining  «  several  cases  of  this  disease,  which  have  oc- 
curred in  various  parts  of  England,"  has  been  expressed  so  parti- 
cularly before,  that  we  will  proceed  to  those  points,  to  which  these 
remarks  are  intended  as  mere  preliminaries. 

While  he  is  descanting  upon  the  symptoms,  «  taken  down  by 
the  medical  gentleman  in  charge,"  (p.  43,  44,)  in  reference  to  the 
three  cases,  upon  which  we  have  already  dwelt,  at  Sunderland, 
Hull,*  and  Port  Glasgow,  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying-,  and  calming,' 


■  Since  our  remarks  on  McNeal's  case  (as  given  in  pages  14,  13,  and  16,  of 
tin's  Letter,)  were  sent  to  press,  we  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Medical  offi- 
cer who  attended  him,  and  from  which  we  give  the  following  extract:  

"Bristol,  ~th  January,  1832. 

"  Sir,— The  letter  which  you  addressed  to  me,  at  Hull,  only  reached  me  here 
a  few  days  since,  owing  to  the  regiment  being  on  the  march  ;  and  I  feel  happy 
in  giving  you  the  information  you  require,  respecting  the  case  of  private  Martin 
McNeal,  of  the  7th  Royal  Fusileers,  who  was  attacked  with  Cholera  on  the  i 
I  I  th  of  August  last,  at  Hull,  and  died  the  same  day.    The  patient  was  a  stout 
middle  aged  man,  his  ordinary  habits  temperate,  and  regular.    Three  days,  how- 
ever, previous  to  his  bcing.seizcd  with  this  complaint,  he  committed  some  ex- 
cesses at  a  fair,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  barracks.     At  four  a.  m.,  on  the  1 1th  of 
August,  he  awoke  with  a  sense  of  uneasiness  at  the  epigastrium,  which  was  soon 
followed  by  purging  and  vomiting.    At  9,  he  was  in  the  most  perfect  state  of 
collapse.     The  eyes  sunk,  features  contracted,  tongue,  and  breath,  cold.  Rice, 
and  extremities,  blue,  cold,  and  shrivelled.    Spasms  violent,  evacuations  like  rice 
water,  no  secretions,  nor  pulse.     He  was  placed  in  a  tent  apart  from  the  other 
soldiers,  but  six  or  eight  people  attended  upon  him,  to  none  of  whom  was  th> 
'lisc:ise  communicated. 
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the  i'ears  of  the  "  good  people  of  Sunderland,"  for  whom  he  seems 
to  entertain  the  anxiety  of  a  parent ;  he  retains  the  same  rancor- 
ous indignation  against  those  professional  heretics,  "  the  advo- 
cates, par  metier,  of  contagion  in  Cholera,"  who  "  have  not  a  loop  ■ 
hole  to  creep  out  at," — yet,  in  his  ecstacy,  he  has  let  fall  a  few 
words,  which,  in  spite  of  his  usual  subtlety,  denote  that  these  cases 
of  Cholera,  identified  by  himself  with  Indian  and  Russian  Cholera, 
bear  "a  great  similarity  to  the  first  stage  of  the  Malignant 
Fevers  of  the  Pontine  Marshes  ;"  presuming  that  he  would  never 
apply  the  term  "malignant"  to  the  intermittents  of  this  district, 
we  are  left  to  conclude  that  it  relates  to  some  infectious  fever 
as  the  epithet,  in  a  medical  sense,  always  implies. 

As  it  will  be  waste  of  time  to  dwell  longer  upon  such  a  " pecca- 
dillo" we  will  direct  our  readers'  attention  to  the  seventh  letter 
in  which  they  may  think  that  he  has  carried  things  too  far,  to 
make  good  his  retreat.  It  is  the  "  ne  plus  ultra"  of  contradiction, 
and  subterfuge  :  the  writer  has  evidently  mistaken  the  extent  of 
his  capacity,  as  well  as  of  his  memory;  and  has  appealed  to  facts, 
which  refute  and  falsify  the  very  opinions,  and  doctrines,  which' 
they  were  intended  to  verify. 

We  would  willingly  have  treated  the  writer's  proceedings  more 
courteously,  and  with  less  severity,  if  he  had  not,  in  defending  his 
cause,  aimed  a  blow  at  the  very  principles  of  pathology,  and  at  the 
doctrines  of  two  of  our  highest  medical  authorities  ;  independent 
of  this  serious  charge  against  him,  we  consider  his  inferences  as 

mockeries,  and  delusions,  of  the  common  sense  of  the  public  •  that 

he  has  miscalculated  his  host  is  too  apparent ;  for,  had  we  admitted 
his  premises  m  limine,  he  might  have  claimed  our  assent  to  the 
consequences  ;  but  we  foiled  him  at  the  very  first  onset,  by  layinir 
these  attempts  bare,  and  exposing  them  in  their  true  light  in  the 
very  face  of  his  title  page.  ' 

We  feel  ashamed  at  crowding  our  pages  with  so  many  extracts, 


I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the  authorities  with  whom  I  corresponded,  did 
not  regard  this  disease  as  one  of  the  Blue  Cholera  of  India,  but  an  aggravated 
case  ot  English  Cholera,  heightened  by  the  previous  excesses  of  the  patient. 

.  ,         "&c.,  &c,  &c." 

We  again  repeat,  "that  we  have  never  met  with  an  instance  of  'Cholera 
Morbus,'  so  crowded  with  aggravated  symptoms,  as  the  one  here  related  ;"  and 
as  we  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  more  minute  information  respecting  this  de- 
batable case,  we  are  happy  in  having  it  in  our  power  to  supply  the  above  offi- 
cial document,  as  it  confirms  our  opinion  given,  in  p.  16,  viz.,  that  every  pre, 
caution  would  be  adopted,  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection,  as  soon  as  a  suspicion 
ot  the  character  of  the  disease  arose. 

The  precaution  of  separating  McNeal  from  the  other  soldiers,  implies  an 
anxiety,  that  would  induce  equal  care  in  preserving  the  attendants  on  him  from 
unnecessary  exposure. 

We  daily  hear,  that  at  Gateshead,  Newcastle,  &c,  far  more  than  "six  or 
eight,   have  escaped,  whenever  the  most  ordinary  precautions  arc  adopted.  The 

;!;r?.taf S  °f  "  •1t''lariuion  and  Precaution,"  were  strikingly  exemplied  in  the 
tase  that  occurred  at  Durham  P,  26,  27. 
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but  the  subtleties,  and  sophistry,  of  the  writer,  ohlige  us  to  draw- 
so  largely  from  his  letters. 

"  It  may  be  inferred,  from  what  I  have  stated  at  the  close  of  my 
letter  of  yesterday,*  that  if  a  Commission  be  appointed,  I  look  for- 
ward to  its  being  shewn,  as  clear  as  the  sun  at  noon  day,  that  the 
most  complete  illusion  has  existed,  and,  on  the  part  of  many,  still 
exists,  with  regard  to  the  term  Indian,  or  Asiatic,  Cholera ;  for  a 
form  of  Cholera,  possessing  characters  quite  peculiar  to  the  disease 
in  that  country,  and  unknown  till  very  lately,  in  other  countries,  lias 
never  existed  there."  We  would  willingly  unravel,  and  learn,  the 
sense  of  this  opening  passage,  if  "there,"  relates  to  India,  or  to 
Sunderland,  the  reference  equally  implies  a  solecism,  agreeably  to 
his  decision  upon  the  identity  of  these  cases  of  Cholera,  as  their 
differences  depend  upon  their  "  vurieties,  and  forms  ;"  (p.  43,  44, 

&c.)  Again,  that  the  disease  that  exists^  Sunderland,  was  the 

Continental  Cholera,  is  likewise  verified  by  the  writer's  assevera- 
tion,—(p.  5(4)— where  he  observes  "  Let  the  Sunderland  Board  of 
Health  not  imagine,  that  their  situation  is  new,  for  a  similar  odium 
has  fallen  on  the  first,  who  told  the  plain  truth,"  this  truth  was  that 
"  Continental  Cholera  is  amongst  us."f  He  then  continues,  "  Cholera 
from  a  cause,  as  inscrutable,  perhaps,  as  the  cause  of  life  itself,  has 
prevailed  there,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  in  its  severest 
forms,  and  to  a  greater  extent,  than  previously  recorded  ;  but, 
whether  we  speak  of  the  mild  form,  or  of  a  severe  form,  proceed- 
ing or  not  to  the  destruction  of  life,  the  symptoms  have  every  where 
been  precisely  the  same."  If  this  passage  be  considered  an  illus- 
tration of  the  preceding  member  of  the  paragraph,  or  as  a  running 
■commentary,  upon  the  text,  its  pleonasm  .in  either  case,  must  be 
confirmed,  and  its  direct  allusion  to  the  inscrutable  nature  of  a 
Cholera  contradistinguished  from  the  Common  Cholera,  distinctly 

intimated.  ,  . 

We  have  arrived  at  the  chief  bone  of  contention,  viz.  the  writer  s 
wilful  mis-statement,  and  misrepresentations,  of  Sydenham,  and  his 
attempt  at  weakening  the  authority  of  Cullen,  by  inuendos,  and 

false  implications. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  the  points  of  dissimilarity  between 
Cholera  Morbus,  and  Cholera  Spasmodica  ;  it  will  be  sufficient, 
after  what  has  already  been  shewn,  to  affirm,  that  they  are  distinct 
diseases ;  and  upon  this  strong  conviction,  we  venture  to  examine, 
and  animadvert  upon,  the  following  references. 

Although  the  writer  has  renounced  all  claim  to  the  confidence  ot 
the  public,  (which  his  standing,  and  abilities  ought  to  have  en- 


•  Which  was  dated  Nov.  9th,  1831.  ;  whore  he  states  ttat  "by*,  offldjjj 
news  of  this  day,  five  more  deaths  have  occurred  at  Sunderland.  Won  »n.c> 
dXSWw  f-rly  he  inferred,  that  the  writer,  while  oennmgthc  letter  of 
the  9th,  was  not  residing  far  from  Sunderland. 

f  Vide  Dr.  Clanny's  Kcnort. 
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sured,)  by  his  own  conduct,  for  it  is  not  probable,  that  such  palpa- 
ble mis-statements  can  long  pass  without  public  detection ;  we, 
nevertheless,  felt  we  should  be  guilty  of  a  culpable  omission,  if 
we  suffered  to  escape,  unnoticed,  the  following  assertions : — 

"  In  the  country,  it  has  been  over  and  over  again  remarked,  that 
as  tar  back  as  1669,  the  Spasmodic  Cholera  prevailed  epidemically, 
under  the  observation  of  Dr.  Sydenham,  who  records  it." 

That  Sydenham  may  speak  for  himself,  we  will  give  all  that  this 
nice  observer,  and  faithful  recorder,  of  symptoms,  has  written  upon 
the  character  and  nature  of  Cholera  Morbus,  accompanied  with 
the  notes  of  his  able  commentator,  Dr.  Wallis. 

Upon  the  different  duration  of  autumnal  epidemics,  Sydenham 
observes,  in  the  tenth  page  of  his  first  volume,  "  the  Cholera 
Morbus,  which  is  of  the  number  of  autumnal  epidemics,  rises  in 
August,  and  finishes  its  course  in  a  month  ;  though  there  are  other 
diseases  which  arise  at  the  same  time,  and  run  on  to  the  winter", 
&c,  all  which,  generally  cease  in  two  months.* 

Again,  in  his  second  chapter,  (p.  21 H,)  speaking  of  the  "  Cho- 
lera Morbus,  of  the  year  1669,"  he  says,  "  this  disease,  as  we 
said,  was  more  epidemic  than  I  ever  remember  to  have  known  it 
in  any  other.  It  comes  almost  as  constantly  at  the  close  of  sum- 
mer, and  towards' the  beginning  of  autumn,  as  swallows  in  the  be- 
ginning of  spring,  and  cuckows  towards  midsummer.  There  is 
also  an  indisposition  caused  by  a  surfeit,  which  happens  at  any 
time  of  the  year,  and  which,  with  respect  to  its  symptoms,  resem- 
bles the  Cholera  Morbus,  and  yields  to  the  same  treatment,  and 
yet  it  is  of  a  different  nature? 

"  The  Cholera  Morbus  is  easily  known  by  the  following  signs  : 
immoderate  vomiting,  and  a  discharge  of  vitiated  humours  by  the 
bowels,  with  great  difficulty  and  pain  ;  violent  pain,  and'  distension 
of  the  abdomen,  and  intestines  ;  heart-burn,  thirst,  quick  pulse ; 
heat,  and  anxiety,  and  frequently  a  small  and  irregular  pulse  ; 
great  nausea,  and  sometimes  colliquative  sweats  ;  contraction  of 
the  limbs ;  fainting ;  coldness  of  the  extremities,  and  other  like 
symptoms,  which  greatly  terrify  the  attendants,  and  often  destroy 
the  patients  in  twenty-four  hours.  There  is  likewise  a  dry  Chole- 
ra, caused  by  a  flatus,"  &c. 

In  a  note  of  Dr.  Wallis,  upon  this  passage,  from  Sydenham,  will 
be  found  the  following  remarks,  (p.  219,  \ol.  I.) — "  The  disease, 
here  described  by  Sydenham,  is  the  true  Cholera  Morbus,  and 
may  be  concisely  defined  "  a  vomiting,,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a 
purging,  of  a  bilious  humour,  attended  with  anxiety,  gripings,  and 
spasms,  of  the  extremities."f 

This  commentator  adds,  "  what  is  evacuated  consisting,  for  ///<■ 


9  Sydenham  used  epidemic  in  the  sense  in  which  endemic  is  now  more 
ly  employed. 

+  See  Culleifs  Sj^opsis  Nosologic  Methodicn?,  vol.  ij.,  p.  24. 
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most  part,  o/'Bilk.  I  fence,  it  is  concluded  that  the  immediate  cause 
of  this  complaint,  is  violent  contractions  of  the  stomach,  and  intes- 
tines, occasioned  by  an  increased  bilious  secretion,  and  copious 

EFFUSION  INTO  THE  ALIMENTARY  CANAL  :  THE  BILE  BEING  ALSO 
OF  A  MORE  ACRID  QUALITY  THAN  NATURAL,"  &C. 

Dr.  Wallis  remarks,*  "  though  our  author  considers  this  dis- 
temper to  be  confined  to  the  month  of  August,  yet,  has  he  observ- 
ed that  it  sometimes  appears  towards  the  end  of  summer,  when 
the  season  was  unusually  warm,  and  that  in  proportion  to  the  heat, 
the  violence  of  the  disease  was  greater.  From  the  observation  of 
others,  it  has  shewn  itself  more  early  in  the  summer,  and  always, 
sooner  or  later,  according  as  the  great  heat,  sooner  or  later,  sets 
in  :  hence,  it  is  concluded,  that  this  disease  is  the  effect  of  a  warn 
atmosphere,  producing  some  change  in  the  state  of  the  bile,  either 
rendering  it  more  acrid,  or  more  copious,  and  thus  preparing  it  to 
pass  off  in  larger  quantities  than  usual." 

Though  our  correspondent  has  not  referred  to  "  A  very  violent 
Cholera  Morbus,  that  raged  at  the  close  of  the  summer  of  1G7G," 
and  which  will  be  found  in  the  forty-third  page  of  the  second  vol. 
of  Sydenham ;  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers,  we  have  chosen  to 
transcribe  the  history  of  it. 

"  At  the  close  of  summer,  the  Cholera  Morbus  raged  epidemically,  and  being 
rendered  more  severe  by  the  extraordinary  heat  of  the  season,  it  was  accompanied 
with  more  violent,  and  inveterate,  convulsions,  than  I  had  hitherto  observed ; 
for,  not  only  the  abdomen,  (which  is  usually  in  this  case,)  but  all  the  muscles  of 
the  body,  and  especially  those  of  the  arms,  and  legs,  were  affected  witli  terrible 
spasms,  so  that  the  patient  would  sometimes  leap  out  of  bed,  and  writhe  himself 
all  manner  of  ways,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  mitigate  their  violence." 

"  But  though  this  disease  admitted  of  the  usual  method  of  cure,  yet  stronger 
opiates,  and  a  more  frequent  repetition  of  them,  than  ordinary,  were  manifestly 
indicated." 

Having  finished  our  extracts  from  Sydenham,  we  next  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  writer's  allusions  to  Cullen  : — 

"  For  many  years  after  the  time  of  Cullen,  who  frequently  promulgated  opin- 
ions founded  on  those  of  some  fancy  author,  rather  than  on  his  own  observa- 
tions-^ it  was  very  much  the  fashion  to  speak  of  redundancy  of  bile,  or  of  acrid 
bile,  as  the  cause  of  the  whole  train  of  symptoms  in  this  disease,  but  since  the 


*  In  the  223rd  page,  Sydenham  observes,  that  Cholkra  Morbus  rarely 
lasts  longer  than  the  month  of  August,  wherein  it  began,  &c,  and  whoever  care- 
fully attends  to  the  appearances  of  a  legitimate,  or  true  Cholera  Morbus,  of 
which  only  we  now  treat,  &c. 

f  Dr  Cullen  started  at  once  into  a  new  path,  bold,  comprehensive,  and  ori- 
ginal. "  We  remember  our  first  opinion  of  it  ;  and  now  that  thirty-five  succeed- 
ing years  have  cooled  our  ardour,  uninterrupted  study,  and  practice  added  to  our 
information,  we  can  decidedly  pronounce  that  his  plan  has  not  been  excelled, — 
and  has  not  publicly  been  equalled.  The  foundation  of  Dr  Cullen's  system  is, 
considering  the  human  body,  as  a  congeries  of  animated  organs,  regulated  by 
the  laws,  not  of  inanimate  matter,  but  of  life,  and  superintended,  by  an  immaterial 
principle."  Are  these  principles  "  fanciful  ?"  Probably  these  physioloffictd prin- 
ciples are  not  in  unison  with  our  CorresjKmdent's  doctrines  !  .' 
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attention  of  medical  men  has  been  more  particularly  drawn  to  the  subject,  prfle* 
titioners  may  be  found  in  every  town  in  England,  who  can  inform  you,  that,  in 
Severe  cases  of  Cholera,  they  have  generally  observed  that  no  bile  whatever  has 
appeared  till  the  patient  began  to  get  better." 

We  beg  here  to  observe  that  Cullen  retained  the  ancient  generic 
title  Cholera,  to  designate  the  same  disease,  for  which  other  writers 
have  employed  the  pleonastic  term  Cholera  Morbus.* 

"  In  this  disease,  a  vomiting,  and  purging  concurring  together,  or  frequently 
alternating  with  one  another,  are  the  chief  symptoms.  The  matter  ejected  both 
upwards  and  downwards,  appears  manifestly  to  consist  chiefly  of  bile." 

"  From  this  last  circumstance  I  conclude,  that  the  disease  depends  upon  an 
increased  secretion  of  bile,  and  its  copious  effusion  into  the  alimentary  canal ;  and 
as  in  this  it  irritates,  and  excites  the  motions  above-mentioned,  I  infer  that  the 
bile,  thus  effused  in  larger  quantity  is,  at  the  same  time  also,  of  a  more  acrid 
quality.  This  appears  likewise  from  the  violent,  and  very  painful,  gripings, 
that  attend  the  disease,  and  which  we  can  impute  only  to  the  violent  spasmodic 
contractions  of  the  intestines,  that  take  place  here.  These  spasms  are  commonly 
communicated  to  the  abdominal  muscles,  and  very  frequently  to  those  of  the  ex- 
tremities, &c,  while  a  coldness  of  them,  with  cold  sweats,  and  faintings,  coming 
on,  an  end  is  put  to  the  patient's  life,  sometimes  in  the  course  of  one  day." 

•'  The  attacks  of  this  disease  are  seldom  accompanied  with  any  symptoms  of 
pyrexia,  (or  fever)  :  and  although,  during  the  course  of  it,  both  the  pulse,  and  re- 
spiration are  hurried,  and  irregular,  yet  these  symptoms  are,  generally,  so  en- 
tirely removed  by  the  remedies  that  quiet  the  spasmodic  affections,  peculiar  to 
the  disease,  as  to  leave  no  ground  for  supposing  that  it  had  been  accompanied  by 
any  proper  pyrexia,  or  fever." 

"  This  is  a  disease  attending  a  very  warm  state  of  the  air  ;  and  in  very  warm 
climates,  it  may  perhaps  appear  at  any  time  of*  the  year ;  but  even  in  such  cli- 
mates it  is  most  frequent  during  their  warmest  season  ;  and  in  temperate  climates, 
it  appears  only  in  the  warm  seasons." 

"  From  all  these  circumstances,  it  is,  I  think,  very  evident  that  this  disease  is 
the  effect  of  a  warm  atmosphere,  producing  some  change  in  the  state  of  the  bile, 
in  the  human  body  ;  and  the  change  may  consist,  either  in  the  matter  of  the  bile 
being  rendered  more  .acrid,  and  thereby  fitted  to  excite  a  more  copious  secre- 
tion, or  in  the  same  matter,  it  being  prepared  to  pass  over  in  larger  quantity 
th an  usual." 

Then  follow  some  interesting,  and  valuable  remarks  upon  the 
arrangements  of  nosologists,  respecting  Cholera  as  a  genus,  &c, 
amongst  which  the  following  struck  us  as  being  peculiarly  appli- 
cable to  the  present  question  : — 

"  The  application  of  Cholera,  therefore,  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  confined 
to  the  disease  I  have  described  above  ;  which,  by  its  peculiar  cause,  and  perhaps 
also,  by  its  symptoms,  is  very  different  from  all  the  other  species  that  have  been 
associated  with  it."  "  I  believe  that  all  the  other  species,  arranged  under  the 
title  of  Cholera  by  Sauvages,  or  Sagar,  may  be  properly  enough  referred  to  the 
genus  of  Diarrhoea. 

"  The  distinction  I  have  endeavoured  to  establish  between  the  proper  Cholera 
and  the  other  diseases  that  have  sometimes  got  the  same  appellation,  will,  as  I 


*  See  Cielius  Aurclianus— Hoffman,  Kordyce's  Elements,  p.  2.  Edinb 
iVTed.  Essays—  farr's  Med.  Diet. 
By  Bontius,  and  Thevenot  it  is  said  to  be  most  frequent  in  Sultry  weather. 
'  t0  be  '"demic  in  India,  .Mauritania,  Arabia,  and  America. 


judge,  supevscde  the  question,  whether  the  Cholera,  in  temperate  climates,  hap- 
pens at  any  other  season  than  the  above  assigned." 

«  In  the  cases  of  a  genuine  Chokra,  the  cure  of  it  has  been  long  cstabhshed 


^h^uTbeginning  of  the  disease,  the  evacuation  of  the  redundant  bile  is  to 
be  favoured,"  lei  "When  the  redundant  bile  appears  to  be  sufhaently  washed 
out,"  &c. 

We  should  deem  a  more  formal  apology  necessary,  for  having 
occupied  so  much  of  our  readers  time,  by  such  extensjve  ex- 
tracts, did  we  not  feel  convinced,  that  they  contain  more  than 
at  first  sight  meets  the  eye  of  the  non-professional  reader  5  and 
It  I  e  matter  to  be  diived  from  them,  is  of  mfimtely  more 
value,  in  elucidating  the  present  point,  than  any  thing  that  we 

'Tslmfevident,  from  the  beginning  that  our  ""gP^ 
object  has  been  to  establish  on*  genus  of  Cholera,  of  which  all  the 
Sfwete  mere  grades,  and  varieties  ;  and  that,  no  matter  how  nu- 
Serous  the  appellations  may  have  been,  they  were  nevertheless 
o  dv  intended  to  designate  one,  and  the  same  disease  :  it  became 
heels    y  to  collect  ample  evidence,  to  rebut  lus  novel,  and  un- 


"aIc  SfKE.  de  guerre,  we  saw  the  necessity  after  re  n- 
DGS  the  disposition  of  his  forces,  to  destroy  his  out-posts 
brfore  we  could  attempt,  with  any  prospect  of  success,  to  dme 

ht"-  ^  evident,  after  duetto 
that  the  writer,  in  the  present  instances,  has  been  guilty  of  the 
most  flagrant  breach  of  consistency ;  first,  by  msinuaUng  hat 
™  a?od  c  Cholera  had  prevailed"  in  Sydenham  s  tunc  had 
hid  been  recorded  by  him ;  and  next,  by  implication  that  Cul- 

falsely,  to'"  acrid  bile,  or  to  a  redundancy  of  it  •  hence  had  misre 
SS  the  disease,  by  mis-stating  the  symptoms  ; and  h.rd), 

We  ie  at  a  loss  to  find  words  sufficiently  strong  to  express  our 
Sdignatten at  designs  so  subtle,  at  subterfuge  so  disgraceful,  as 
lip  concealed  beneath  these  assumptions. 

iiese  ^reat  Masters  in  Medicine  are  found  describing  he 
eomZmous,  and  autumnal  disease  of  this  country  as rrd 
M  arises  from  the  ^^•|jXS?^S^- 
"  ^X^^oLt  *■  generic  ap- 

astic  term,  CfLfA^3^  me  aml  the  samc  disease. 

,e„%  of  Spasmodic  ^^T^J^ZJZ  ta«h.t  year,  too 

assess      » '»  - 
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218,  vol.  1.  And  again,  "  because  he  has  described  it,  at  the  close 
of  summer  in  the  year  1675,"  p.  433,  as  raging  with  more  seve- 
rity, from  the  extraordinary  heat  of  the  season,"  and  as 
"  accompanied  with  more  violent  and  inveterate  convulsions, 
than  he  had  hitherto  observed  ;"  hence,  more  fatal. 

While  Cullen's  reputation  is  assailed,  because  he  has  so  accu- 
rately described  the  predisposing,  and  proximate,  causes,  (viz.  beat 
and  bile),  of  the  true  Cholera  Morbus,  unaccompanied  with  the 
symptoms  of  an  aggravated  case  ;  thus  depriving  our  correspond- 
ent of  an  opportunity  of  charging  Cullen  with  having  "  recorded" 
Spasmodic  Cholera.  Not  contented  with  these  unworthy  strata- 
gems, we  find  him  "  at  his  dirty  work  again,"  in  stating  that,  "  se- 
vere cases  of  Cholera  may  be  found  in  every  toion  in  England,  in 
which  no  bile  whatever  has  appeared,  till  the  patient  began  to  get 
better."  Concluding  that  he  can  only  mean,  by  this  ambiguous  as- 
sumption, cases  of  "  Spasmodic  Cholera,"  from  his  adding,-  "  in 
which  no  bile  whatever  has  appeared,  till  the  patient  began  to 
get  better  ;"  we  have  no  other  alternative  left  us,  than  to  main- 
tain, that  he  has  risked  an  assertion  at  the  credit  of  his  professional 
judgment ;  hence,  we  are  willing  to  leave  the  construction,  and 
analysis  here  offered,  to  be  decided  by  a  jury  of  our  professional 
brethren  in  this  country. 

Fearful  lest  he  should  have  failed  in  convincing  his  readers  by 
these  insinuations,  he  has  recourse  to  another  stratagem,  to  il- 
lustrate his  undefined  cases  of  Cholera.  "  In  fifty-two  cases  of 
Cholera  which  passed  under  my  observation  in  the  year  1828,  the 
absence  of  bile  was  always  most  remarkable.  I  made  my  observations 
with  extraordinary  care,  one  of  the  cases  proved  fatal,  in  which 
the  group  of  symptoms  deemed  characteristic  of  the  Indian,  or  Indo- 
Kussian  Cholera,  was  most  perfect,  and  in  the  mass,  the  symptoms 
were  as  aggravated,  as  they  have  often  been  observed  to  be  in  In- 
dia,— in  several,  spasms,  coldness  of  the  body,  &c." 

Our  only  clue  to  the  real  nature  of  the  kind  of  Cholera,  to  which 
the  writer  here  alludes,  is  the  absence  of  bile,  and  although  we 
are  a  little  startled  to  find  that  only  "one  of  the  cases  proved  fatal" 
yet  if  we  place  any  faith-  in  the  existence  of  these  "  fifty-two 
cases,"  we  must  conclude  that  they" were  all  the  true  Spasmodic 
Cholera. 

We  must,  after  dwelling  go  long  upon  the  contents  of  the  open- 
ing of  this  letter,  beg  leave  to  refer  our  readers  to  the  remaining 
paragraph  of  it ;  assuring  them  that  they  will  meet  with  a  length- 
ened continuation  of  the  same  labyrinth,  and  sophistry. 

The  writer  has  frequently  indulged  himself  in  the  general  as- 
sertion, "  that,  those  who  believe  in  the  communicability  of  Spas- 
modic Cholera,  no  matter  whether  conscientiously,  or  capriciously, 
are  the  real  cause  of  all  the  public  evils,  that  are,  and  have  been, 
lie  result  of  this  Pestilence;"  and,  is  it  his  belief?  and  persuasion, 
nat  those,  who  "openly  favour  the  side  of  conmunkabilUy,  con- 
miry  to  their  inward  conviction,"  p.  I..  Ike  22,  and  thai  others, 


m 

"too  frequently,  from  ignorance,  and  credulity,  availing  themselves 
of  mere  rumours,  or  whispers  of  experience,  as  confirmation,  and 
sometimes,  as  the  very  ground  work  of  their  philosophy,"  &c,  "re- 
gulating their  measures,  not  by  official  information  of  its  accredited 
ambassadors,  but  by  the  gossipings  of  news-mongers  in  the  streets ;" 
pi  28,  finally,  "  the  suppliers  of  false  facts,"  p.  30,  line  22,  are 
able  to  produce  such  "wide-spreading,"  and  ruinous  effects? 

Had  he  employed  a  little  calm  reflection,  it  might  have  convin- 
ced him,  that  such  national,  and  commercial  calamities,  do  not, 
nay,  cannot,  arise  from  characters,  so  insignificant,  and  unworthy, 
as  he  has  described ;  but  from  some  more  weighty,  and  influential 
source. 

Had  the  writer  viewed  the  question,  with  a  less  jaundiced,  and 
oblique,  eye,  and  had  he  dared  to  have  looked  into  it  more  closely, 
he  might  have  discovered,  that  he  had  heaped  coals  of  fire  upon 
the  wrong  head.  But  we  will  pursue  such  torturing  remonstrances 
no  further,  and  ask  him,  what,  now,  becomes  of  that  premature, 
and  indecent  boasting,  with  which  he  ushers  in  the  prophetic  pre- 
lude to  his  eighth  letter  ? 

"  Already  has  the  problem  of  the  contagious,  or  non-contagious 
nature  of  this  disease  been,  solved  upon  our  own  land," — why  this 
vain  boasting  ?  although  it  has  been  solved  too  conclusively, 
"  upon  our  own  land,"  yet,  "  the  due  distribution  of  the  resources 
of  this  pre-eminently  humane  nation,  has  lost,  not  merely  "an. 
hour,"  but  days,  weeks,  and,  we  might  add,  months,  "in  shaping 
the  arrangements  accordingly,"  p.  48.  Is  not  the  pestilence,'we 
may  ask,  permitted  to  take  its  own  course  ? — is  not  a  free  commu- 
nication permitted  from  an  infected,  to  every  uninfected,  town 
throughout  this  kingdom,  though  the  latest  official  documents 
designate  this  pestilence,  "Infectious  Spasmodic  Cholera?" 
While  all  admit,  "  serpit  contagio  vulgi,"  everything  is  permissive, 
nothing  compulsory, — no  restraint  is  coercively  placed  upon  va- 
grants, or  trampers  ;  and  though  they  may  not,  en  masse,  be  the 
importers  of  so  condensed  a  body  of  poison,  as  the  caravans,  in 
the  East,  yet  they  disseminate  the  morbid  virus  with  as  much  cer- 
tainty, and  ultimate  effect.*  But  to  return  to  the  point  from  which 
we  digressed. 


•  "  Avoiding  the  desert,  the  malady  accompanied  the  caravans  which  traverse 
Mosul,  Diarbekir,  Orfa,  Biry&c,  and  having  crossed  the  Syrian  frontier  in  this 
direction,  the  disease  attacked  Aleppo  in  the  beginning  of  Nov.,  having  attacked 
Mosul  in  the  July  previous.  AVe  have  the  authority  of  the  French  Consul  for 
asserting,  that  the  irruftion  of  the  Cholera  was  coincident  with  thv  ar- 
rival OF  the  caravans  IN  all  those  Towns." — Quarterly  Review,  1881. 

"  In  a  letter  from  M.  Jomard,  dated  Alexandria,  Nov.  IS,  communicated  to 
the  Academy  of  Medicine,  at  Paris  :  we  observed  the  following  passages. — the 
Cholera  was  propagated  at  Mecca  by  the  Pilgrims.    It  has  according  to 
CUSTOM,  followed  the  beaten  TRACKS,  AVI)  the  cofrnes  of  canals  and  river* 
—  Sec  Dr  Coolie,  on  Scarlet  Fever,  Plague,  Spasmodic  Cholera,  ye.,  p.  130,  18(S 
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When  we  read  the  following  interrogatories  of  our  correspond- 
ent, we  were  inclined  to  doubt  our  very  senses — "  What  now  be- 
comes of  the  doctrine  of  a  poison,  piercing,  and  rapid,  as  the  sun's 
rays,  emanating  from  the  bodies  of  the  sick,  nay,  from  the  bodies 
of  those  who  are  not  sick,  but  who  have  been  near 'them,  or  near 
their  houses  ?"  We  are  authorised  to  answer,  verified,  by  the 
daily,  and  hourly,  authentic  reports  of  facts,  now  in  rapid,  and 
deadly  progress  around  us  !  As  if  it  were  intended  to  silence 
such  unseasonable,  and  obtrusive  doubts,  a  letter  has.  this  day 
been  addressed  to  us,  from  the  Reverend  President  of  the  Board 
of  Health  at  Gateshead,  in  which  we  find  the  following  expres- 
sions : — 

"  Moreover,  after  all,  the  disease  baffles  examination,  both  as  to  its  nature, 
and  the  remedies  ;  it  is  not  possible  to  trace  contagion,  or  infection,  in  every 
instance,  particularly  where,  as  in  Gateshead,  it  broke  out,  apparently,  si- 
multaneously in  all  parts  of  the  town,  and  carried  off  fifty  persons  in  as  many 
hours  !  !" — January  4,  1832. 

From  an  oral  report,  afforded  by  a  gentleman  at  Gateshead,  we 
learn,  that  it  is  difficult  to  determine  whether,  in  its  character  as 
an  epidemic ;  whether  by  contagion,  infection,  or  by  means  of  in- 
animate substances,  this  Pestilence  proves  most  fatal — so  virulent 
is  the  poison,  and  so  subtle  are  the  attacks  of  this  chamel ion-like 
and  noisome  Pestilence  : — in  one  respect,  however,  he  adds,  we 
all  agree — that  after  death,  the  disease  is  contagious  ! 

"  In  the  occurrences  at  Newcastle  and  Sunderland,"  (for  we 
find  our  writer  now  including  the  former  infected  town  in  his 
commentaries,)  he  says,  "  how  has  the  fifty  times  refuted  doc- 
trines of  the  disease  spreading  from  a  point  in  two  ways,  or  in  one 
way,  tallied  with  the  facts  ?"  We  answer,  from  our  own  know- 
ledge, most  exactly  ! — thus  belying  his  unblushing  charge  :  for 
the  disease  "  has  spread,  and  is  spreading,"  even  while  these  sheets 

are  preparing  for  the  press,  "  from  a  point  in  two  ways ;"  in 

truth,  it  is  extending  like  rays  from  a  focus  !* 

We  invite  him  to  approach,  and  enter  the  plague  spots  in  the 
north  of  this  fair  isle,  if  he  has  no  inward  misgivings,  and  mingle 
with  the  stricken,  the  dying,  and  the  dead ;  and  then  he  would 
receive  convincing  proofs  of  « the  fifty  times  verified  facts,"  that 
Spasmodic  Cholera  is  a  communicable  disease,  in  the  most 
comprehensive  sense;  although  he  still  clings,  with  the  pertina- 
city of  a  sinking  man,  even  to  a  shadow,  and  exclaims,  in  his  last 
expiring  struggle,  "  the  absurdity  of  this  doctrine  has  now  been 
displayed  in  the  broad  light  of  day  !" 

After  this  closing  speech,  it  would  have  been  reasonable  to  ex- 
pect, that  he  would  have  withdrawn  from  the  field,  yet  we  find 
nun,  at  the  close  of  this  paragraph,  amusing  himself  with  the  fol- 
lowing proposition  :_«  Now,  the  matter  may  be  reduced  to  the 


Vide  instances  on  Gateshead  Fell,  &e. 
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■simple  rules  6f  arithmetic,  viz.,  it" as  ?  contagionists  pah  metier,' 
say,  the  poison  from  the  body  of  one  individual  be,  in  a  twinkling 
of  an  eye,  and  in  more  ways  than  one,  transmitted  to  the  bodies  of 
a  certain  number  vvbo  have  been  near  him,  &c,  how,  many  thou- 
sands, or  tens  of  thousands,  in  every  direction,  should,  in  a  multi- 
plied series  of  communication,  and  transmissions,  be  now  affect* 
ed  ?"  It  is  highly  probable,  that  the  dreadful  havoc  which  this 
disease  produced  in  Hungary  would  solve  his  question.* 

But  does  he  seriously  believe,  that  this  "  matter  may  be  reduced 
to  the  simple  rules  of  arithmetic,"  and  that  too,  at  the  suggestion 
of  "  contagionists :"  we  would  gravely  ask  him,  whether  he  sup- 
poses, that  the  flippant,  and  bold  assumptions,  which  he  has  every 
where,  in  his  series  of  letters,  condescended  to  adopt,  are  the  best 
calculated  to  gain  the  attention,  and  command  the  confidence,  and 
conviction,  of  the  contagionists,  or  of  the  public  ?  If  he  should 
entertain  so  vain  a  hope,  we  assure  him,  that  he  will  be  most  mi- 
serably disappointed. 

We  are  firm  believers  in  infection,  from  conviction ;  and  he 
•must  be  told,  as  a  piece  of  salutary  advice,  that,we  feel  too  con- 
scious in  our  own  integrity,  to  be  alarmed,  or  disconcerted,  by  his 
arithmetical  hallucinations,  or  to  be  deterred  from  doing  our  duty 
to  our  countrymen,  either  by  the  scorn,  or  ridicule,  of  his  own  im- 
maculate, and  disinterested,  party,  to  which  he  has  so  often  at- 
tempted to  consign  us. 

It  was  our  intention  to  have  passed  over  the  ninth  letter,  but 
upon  re-considerihg  its  contents,  we  have  determined  to  intro- 
duce into  our  pages,  a  few  novel,  and  whimsical,  scenes,  which 
may  lighten  the  dreary,  and  fitful  roads,'  through  which  we  have 
been  obliged  to  drag  our  readers. 

The  author  has  introduced  a  new  and  unusual  evidence  in  page 
forty-seven  in  the  following  grotesque  language,  "my  witness  il 
not  a" Doctor,  but  a  Duke— the  Duke  de  Mortemar,  lately  Am- 
bassador from  the  French  Court  to  St  Petersburg,  who  has  just 
published  a  pamphlet  on  Cholera,  extracts  of  which  are  now  made,-' 
&c.  "  Read  them,  people  of  all  classes,  read  them  over,  and  over 
again  I"  our  correspondent  exclaims  ;  having  read  them  once,  and 
not  being  able  to  recommend  them  to  the  attention  of  our  readers, 
we  shall  confine  our  remarks  to  a  few  choice  passages,  leaving  the 
writer  to  the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  the  "  morceau"  furnished 
by  this  noble  personage. 

"  Learning  that  the  Duke  de  Mortemar  believes  in  something 
like  contagion  (p.  30),  and  for  no  earthly  reason,  one  may  suppose, 
than  for  his  inability  to  satisfy  himself  for  the  existence  of  another 
cause  ;  as  if  it  were  not  sufficient  to  prove  that  in  reality  the  moon 
is  not  made  of  green  cheese,  but  one  must  prove  what  it  is  made 
of."    Our  correspondent,  seizing  upon  a  few  passages,  that  he  sup* 


*  See  our  accounts  from  Gateshead)  flee. 
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poses  might  impugn  the  doctrine  of  contagion,  breaks  out  into  the 
following  pathetic  soliloquy — "  How  delightful  is  the  simplicity  of 
truth  I"  Why,  Sir,  a  morceau  like  this,  and  from  an  honour- 
able man,  let  him  call  himself  contagionist^  or  what  he  may,  is 
more  precious  at  this  moment  than  Persian  turkois,  or  Grecian 
gems.  Make  me  an  example,  men  say,  or  the  culprits,  "  who  let 
the  Cholera  Morbus  into  Sunderland," -concealed  in  "susceptible 
articles  !  Yes,  and  that  we  may  be  on  a  level  in  other  matters, 
destroy  me  some  half  dozen  witches,  too,  as  we  were  wont  to  do 
of  yore.1'  From  such  ebullitions  of  a  heated  imagination,  we  will 
turn  to  the  liberal  assertions  of  a  Dr.  Lefevre,  whom  our  corres- 
pondent next  introduces  amidst  his  Dramatis  Persona;. 

This  physician  to  our.  embassy  at  St  Petersburgh  has  expressed 
himself  rather  in  the  violent  tone  of  a  partisan,  than  in  the  lan- 
guage of  honest  indignation  ;  yet,  our  author  seems  pleased  with 
his  acquaintance,  and  exclaims,  "  hear  all  this,  Legislators ! 
Boards  of  Health  throughout  the  country,  hear  it !"  &c.  "  One 
more  short  quotation  from  Dr.  Lefevre,  a  gentleman  certainly  not 
among  the  number  of  those  who  stand  denounced  before  the"  pro- 
fessional world,  as  unworthy  of  belief."  He  says,  "  as  for  many 
reports,  which  have  been  circulated,  and  which,  prima  facie,  seem 
to  militate  against  the  statement  (communication  to  attendants,) 
&c,  I  have  endeavoured  to  pay  the  most  impartial  attention  to 
them  :  but  I  have  never  found,  upon  thorough  investigation,  that 
their  correctness  could  be  relied  upon ;  and,  in  many  instances,  I 
have  ascertained  them  to  be  designedly  false," — to  which  our  au- 
thor re-echoes  in  small  capitals,  «  designedly  false  I"  and  to 
which  we  have  ventured  to  re-echo,  in  larger  capitals,  DESIGN- 
EDLY FALSE !  ! 

Feeling  no  disposition  to  disturb  him  in  the  full  enjoyment,  either 
of  the  Duke's  "  morceau,"  or  the  physician's  courteous  malediction  ' ' 
and  leaving  these  worthies  to  their  "feast  of  reason,  and  their' 
flow  of  soul ;"  we  beg  leave  to  remind  our  author,  that  as  he  does 
not  favour  us  with  even  a  glimpse  of  «  Dr.  Lefevre's  reason,"  for 
the  suppression  of  urine  in  Cholera,  he  will  excuse  our  entering 
fully  into  this  subject  in  the  present  letter,  and  merely  observe, 
that  in  turning  to  our  Aretaeus,  we  find  the  well  known  passage  to 
which  he  alludes  in  the  fifth  chapter  of  that  accurate  writer,  which 
\%  so  contra-distinguishing  a  symptom  of  Spasmodic  Cholera,  and  never 
ot  Cholera  Morbus.  Here  we  again  discover  our  corresnondent 
tripping,  and  let  him  consider,  for  we  will  take  him  at  his  word, 
now  his  own  assertion,  and  inferences  return  upon  himself. 

We  have  at  last,  arrived  at' the  concluding  letter  of  our  authors 
series,  and  happy  we  feel,  on  our  own,  as  well  as  our  readers'  ac- 
count, whose  patience  has,  we  fear,  ere  this  been  exhausted. 

lo  one  passage  we  intend  limiting  our  remarks;  our  motive  in 
selecting  it  is  twofold  ;  first,  because  it  will  be  found  to  contain  a 
crytair  specimen  of  the  writer's  powers  of  discrimination,  and 
reasoning;  and,  secondly,  because  it  furnishes,  by  implication, 


(.8 


strong  presumptive  proof,  that  he  considers  that  the  disease  which 

lias  RAVAGED  SUNDERt AND,  Was  of  FOREIGN  OIUGIV. 

"  'Die  situation  of  our  medical  brethren  at  Sunderland  is  mo.it  perplexing, 
and  demands  the  kindest  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  country  at  large  ;  but 
let  nothing  which  has  occurred  disturb  the  harmony  so  essential  to  the  general 
welfare  of  that  place.  In  truth,  both  parties  may  be  said  to  be  right — the  one 
in  staling  that  the  disease  in  question  is  Indian,  Cholera,  because  the  symptoms 
are  precisely  similar — the  other,  that  it  is  not  Indian  Cholera,  because  it  exists 
in  Sunderland,  and  without  having  been  imported — in  neither  country  is  it 
communicable  from  one  person  to  another,  as  is  now  plainly  shown  upon  evi- 
dence of  a  natnre  which  will  bear  any  investigation  ;  and,  if  blame,  on  account 
of  injury  to  commerce,  be  fairly  attributable  to  any,  it  is  to  those  who,  all  the 
world  over,  pronounced  this  disease,  on  grounds  the  most  untenable,  a  disease  of 
a  contagious,  or  communicable  nature."' 

What  the  writer's  "  medical  brethren  at  Sunderland"  may  think 
of  his  officious  and  injudicious  intimations,  we  do  not  pretend  to 
know ;  but  thus  far  we  will  say,  that  they  have  undergone  a  heavy 
and  perilous  task,  through  good  report,  and  through  bad  repot t,f 
and  we  firmly  believe,  that  whatever  their  opinions  may  have  been 
respecting  the  nature  of  this  Pestilence,  that  they  at  all  times 
acted  conscientiously,  and  to  the  best  of  their  judgment. 

Having  already,  we  hope,  shewn,  in  the  preceding  pages,  that 
the  writer  has  attempted  to  maintain  delusive  principles,  by  inad- 
missible, and  false  arguments  ;  his  last  dying  speech,  touching 
"  contagion,"  demands  no  additional  notice.  After  such  a  rhap- 
sody, let  us  try  how  well  his  premises,  and  arguments  hold  good; — 
and  whether  his  statement,  and  acknowledgment,  are  not  at  va- 
riance with  each  other  ;  whether  they  do  not  tend  to  falsify  the 
cause,  which  they  were  destined  to  defend,  and  prove. 


*  See  note,  p.  34.  v 

f  It  is  painful  to  find  scientific  men  knowingly  propagate  misrepresentations, 
for  the  sake  of  party,  at  the  expence  of  principle.  Why,  we  ask  (as  connected 
with  our  present  subject),  could  not  a  Physiologist  of  foreign  notoriety,  after 
his  visit  to  Sunderland,  where,  we  have  been  informed  from  good  authority,  he 
was  received  with  great  hospitality,  and  without  any  reserve,  from  the  mem- 
bers of  our  profession,  appear  before  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  in  his  own 
country,  as  the  reporter  or  facts?  If  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  the  ac- 
counts received  from  Paris  (vide  Standard,  Dec,  1831).  this  personage,  "in 
delivering  a  verbal  report  of  his  visit,"  is  said  to  have  "lamented  that  IB1 

POrULAR  PREJUDICE  AGAINST  DISSECTION  WAS  SO  GREAT,  THAT  THE  FACULTY  HAH 
NOT  BEEN  ABLE  TO  OBTAIN  PERMISSION  TO  OPEN  THE  BODY  OF  A  SINGLE  TEKSON 
WHO  HAD  DIED  OF  THE  ClIOLERA  !  !  !" 

In  justice  to  our  professional  brethren  at  Sunderland,  wc  consider  it  our  duty 
torefuto  this  insinuation,  by  affirming  that,  to  our  knowledge,  several  post- 
mortem EXAMINATIONS  WERE  MADE,  EVEN  ON  THE  FIRST  A PPF.A R A NCF.  OF  T1IF 
DISEASE     OF  PATIENTS  WHO  DIED  FROM    ClIOLERA    IN  SliN DERI. AND,    THE  RECORDS 

of  which  are  kept.    The  plain  evidence  of  facts  is  superior  to  all  declarations. 
If  there  be  not  an  error  of  the  press,  the  conclusion  is  inevitable.     As  our, 
Schools  of  Anatomv  are  likely  to  softer,  for  a  time,  from  the  acts  of  the  san- 
guinary murderers,  we  needed  not  a  scientific  coadjutor,  to  raise  suspicion  m 
the  minds  of  the  people. 


spargrre  vix  cs, 
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■  Let  the  Sunderland  Board  of  Health  not  imagine  that  tfieff 
situation  is  new  ;  for  similar  odium  has  fallen  on  the  first,  who  told 
the  plain  truth,  in  other  instances  : — At  Tortosa,  a  few  years  ago. 
the  physician,  who  announced  the  appearance  of  the  Yellow  Fever, 
was,  according  to  different  writers,  stored  to  death  ;  and  at 
Barcelona,  in  1821,  a  similar  fate  had  well  nigh  occurred  to  Dr. 
Bahi,  one  of  the  most  eminent  men  there.  We  need  not,  I  pre- 
sume, fear  that  a  scene  of  this  kind  will  take  place  in  this  country, 
- — though  the  cries  of  '  no  Cholera  !'  and  '  down  with  Ogden  t 
have  been  heard."  We  ask,  what  is  the  plain  truth  that  was  first  told 
by  the  members  of  the  Sunderland  Board  of  Health  ?  In  referring 
to  a  document  published  on  the  12th  of  November,  1831,  and 
signed  by  the  president,  Dr.  W.  R.  Clanney,  we  find  an  ample  re- 
ply, "  the  following  was  put  from  the  chair,  without  comment :  is. 
it  the  opinion  of  the  medical  gentlemen  present,  that  we  have  the 
CONTINENTAL  CHOLERA  AMONGST  US?  when  it  was 
carried  unanimously  IN  THE  AFFIRMATIVE." 

Having  our  author's  own  acknowledgment,  that  this  decision 
was  the  truth,  we  venture  to  assert,  from  his  own  words,  that 
the  disease  at  Sunderland  IS  OF  FOREIGN  ORIGIN;  and  that 
he  has,  by  implication,  thus  furnished  the  strongest  proofs  against 
himself. 

That  the  view  here  taken  of  the  sense  of  the  preceding  passage 
is  correct,  receives  considerable  illustration  from  the  example 
advanced  by  the  author,  in  support  of  his  own  meaning,  viz.,  "  that 
the  physician  was  stoned  to  death  for  speaking  the  truth  ;"  or,  in 
other  words,  for  announcing  the  arrival  of  the  Yellow  Fever  at 
Tortosa  !  This  disease,  the  reader  should  be  informed,  is  consi- 
dered indigenous  in  the  West  Indies,  consequently  a  foreig.v  dis- 
temper at  Tortosa.*  . 

One  word  more,  and  we  conclude  our  analytical  sketch  of  thesr 
letters.  We  ask  the  writer  of  them,  who  seems  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  domestic  concerns  of  Sunderland,  whether  the 
promoters  of  the  "  cry  of  no  Cholera,"  were  always  so  peaceable, 
and  dove-like,  in  their  demeanour,  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of 
a  similar  outrage,  (to  that  which  had  been  inflicted  upon  the  Physician 
M  Tortosa,- mid  Barcelona.)  befalling  the  person  of  him.  who  was 
amongst  the  first  to  speak  the  truth  in  that  town.  ? 

Our  limits  warn  us  not  to  expatiate,  as  we  might  do,  on  many 
other  points  illustrative  of  the  present  subject. 

The  great  leading  principles  which  we  have  been  desirous  of 
establishing  in  this  Letter,  are  the  distinctive  difference  between 
Cholera  Morbus,  and  Cholera  Spasmodica,  and  the  communica- 
Bihty  of  the  latter  :  the  manner  in  which  our  undertaking  has  been 


w*  VTbr}S  fl"va'  fcbris  "lal'gni1  Barb'ndensis— Bisset  on  the  yellow  Fever  of  tl»e 
West  Indies- Blk-kc  ....  the  Yellow  Fever  oi'  Jamaica  - 1  >r.  Rush,  Dr.  Chi*, 
nolme.  &c.  &c. 
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executed,  and  the  degree  of  success,  with  which  it  has  been  ac- 
complished, are  now  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  public. 

If  we  may  be  allowed  to  know  ourselves,  we  believe  that  we  are 
neither  influenced  by  a  desire  to  offend,  or  by  the  fear  of  offend- 
ing, by  a  regard  to  self-interest,  or  by  a  prejudiced  attachment 

to  opinions,  which  have  been  received  without  enquiry,  or  main- 
tained without  examination ; — truth,  confirmed  by  undeniable 
evidence,  and  demonstrated  by  fair  and  reasonable  inferences,  arc 
the  objects  we  are  desirous  of  pursuing,  and  of  ultimately  ob- 
taining. 

What  hope  is  there,  we  ask,  while  we  proceed  as  we  are,  and 
have  been,  proceeding,  (though  we  are  assured  by  our  government, 
and  convinced  by  experience,  that  this  disease  is  an  infectious 
pestilence)  that  it  will  not  overspread  this  fair  land,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  increasing  influence,  which  it  is  acquiring  every  day, 
and  ultimately  carry  off  one -third  of  the  population,  whom  it  at- 
tacks ?  Have  we  not  grounds  for  viewing  the  result  with  alarm  ? 
Is  our  prospect  more  comfortable,  when  we  look  back  to  the  mil- 
lions whom  it  has  destroyed  since  its  first  out-breaking  in  India, 
in  1807  ?* 

It  is  a  new,  and  imported  evil,  we  grant ;  but  is  not  the  greater 
proportion  of  our  pestilential  evils  of  foreign  growth  ?  Is  it  upon 
the  wane,  or  has  it  evinced  a  symptom  of  self  cure  ? 

We  appeal  to  our  fellow-countrymen,  whether  it  can  be  suppo- 
sed, that  a  full,  and  candid,  exhibition  of  the  real  fatality,  and  cha- 
racter, of  Spasmodic  Cholera,  will  ever  be  secured,  by  the  means 
that  have  hitherto  been  adopted  ?  We  do  not  put  these  questions, 
for  the  purpose  of  embarrassing  the  authorities  that  are  placed  oyer 
us  ;  but  with  the  sincere,  and  anxious,  desire  of  inviting  their  im- 
mediate, and  serious  attention  to  the  real  state  of  the  case.  We 
ask,  is  it  possible  to  obtain  the  whole  truth  by  permissive  regula- 
tions ?  From  the  returns  already  made  within  the  scope  of  our 
own  knowledge,  we  are  bound  to  reply  in  the  negative.  We 
could  furnish  ample  evidence,  that  there  are  several  villages, 
and  places,  north-east  of  the  point  at  which  we  are  now  writing, 
from  which  no  official  report,  according  to  the  lists  daily  issued, 
from  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  has  appeared.  0From  such 
facts  as  these,  it  must  be  self-evident,  that,  unless  the  power  en- 
trusted to  the  Boards  of  Health,  be  absolute,  and  compulsory,  and 
the  parochial,  and  professional,  reports  be  obligatory,  it  will  be  in 
vain  to  expect  ever  to  know  the  evil,  the  danger,  or  the  fatality,  ot 
this  pestilence.  Hence,  we  must  put  up  with  the  shadow,  instead 
of  possessing  the  substance.  In  many  matters  this  might  suffice  ; 
especially,  if  the  evil  complained  of  was  passive,  and  stationary  ; 
but  in  the  present  instance,  the  evil  is  active,  and  progressive  ; 
stealthy  in  its  approaches,  and  deadly  in  its  nature,  whiclvhas  not, 
hitherto,  been  checked,  either  by  an  antidote,  or  specific. 


Vide  Curtis'a  History, 
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^  We  are  merely  stating  facts,  known  to  every  one,  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  infected  towns,  who  are  willing  to  learn  them.  We  are 
neither  desirous  of  exaggerating  its  history,  "  aggravating  the  hor- 
rors of  the  picture,  or  to  conceal  it."  Yet  we  acknowledge  we 
are  desirous  of  avoiding  all  mystery,  and  secrecy,  in  order  that 
the  public  may  not  be  deceived,  and  that  they  may  be  prepared 
for  the  worst. 

Having  daily  proofs  of  its  steady,  and  progressive  course  ;*  wit- 
nessing its  ravages,  and  apprehending,  from  the  sad  experience  of 
the  past,  that  it  may  gain  root  in  our  soil,  and  thus  become  added 
to  our  already  crowded  catalogue  of  diseases,  we  dread  the  re- 
sults of  concealment,  as  our  private  and  national  welfare  is  con- 
cerned. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  suddenness  of  its  attack  con- 
tains no  parallel  m  the  present  diseases  of  Europe,  more  especially 
in  these  kingdoms.  J 

Can  it  be  expected,  we  repeat,  that  half-measures  are  calcula- 
ted to  arrest  this  disease?  While  Pestilence  is  on  foot,  are  we 
justified  m  passively  succumbing  to  its  influence,  and,  with  a  para- 
lysing fatalism,  make  no  decided  effort  for  the  public  preservation, 
when  human  means  have  been,  and  are,  available  ?  We  maintain' 
that  the  people  of  England  ought  to  be  apprised  of  their  danger,' 
nothing  concealing ;  to  keep  the  truth  from  the  people,  is  a  gross 
mistake,-a  more  fatal  error  cannot  well  be  entertained,  or  acted 

X V~x  Tfru1^  °f  the  Present  eviI  demands,  not  only 

the  vigilance,  and  deliberation  of  Government,  but  of  every  indi- 
vidual m  this  island.  y 

Let  us  then  meet,  and  attempt  to  counteract  it,  with  prompt 
derir81"6',  °U^n0t  Whh  t0° P^sumptuous  measures  Jnot  by 

Z2'        PUf  aniftj'  but  ^  Equate,  and  efficient  means! 

Should  we  have  been,  by  means  of  the  preceding  remarks  and  ex 
hortations,  m  any  degree,  the  humble  inLumenfs  of  rou  ing  that 
manly  discipline  of  mind  for  impending  dangers,  which  SteS, 
contemplatlng  its  effects,  and  in  adopting  Inator^  and  p  ecau 
lonary  measures  against  its  incroaches,  the  ultimate  result  con- 
temp  ated  m  these  pages  will  have  met  with  its  ample  reward 

duced  bvW[hee 11 f  "erS  WG  analyS6d'  be  ^timatefy  in- 
duced, by  the  force  of  passing  events,  to  retrace  his  steps  and  to 

olilT^  UP°n  th,°Se  P°intS'  Which  we  ^  felt  f  oui -  duty 

easir advfce'  ^sa^aras 

to  tter  is  ,  nS  uTng»PnSag?'  t0  Which  the  motto  selected 

inepter  P       6 !     Qmnto  rectius  hic>        nil  molitur 
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rionaiiy  u  c  personal  and  polemical.  .  . 

ters,  which  weie  purely  p  k         writer>  aBt0nisliing, 

It  is,  to  use  the  language  01  a  v  mogt 

it  -  PaWo  -  ^^^SlCiS  their  true  line 
unworthy  artifices,  and  descending  sophistry, 
of  character  ;  but  if  they  are  not  th    dupes  o  i  ^ 

which  is  hardly  to  be  considered  let  them ^onwW^  ^  ^ 
something  much  worse-arid  though  out clay  o  ^ 

In  taking  leave  of  our  correBpondent,  we  b ave  in  P  ^ 

Scaled  under  the  well  known  words,- 

"  Stat  nominis  umbra.' 


ERRATA. 

read— of  serving 


i,  hne  ^.Oj^SStip,"  <r«rf-pro-g.K.atir 
17-1"  Willis."  refld-WftUis. 

 qi  Miirt,"  read — post. 

"•rZat'-Aml  wouUl  have  contrasted  it, 


contrasted: 


wt— whioli  would  h»TC 


FINIS. 


